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FCHA Board of Directors 2015 
 

President - Don Sananin – Spinaway 

Vice-President – Stewart McDonald - Lormax 

Secretary /Treasurer – Mike Emes – Oceans Best  

Director – Jim Hurford – Sea Otter Rock  

Director – Duncan Cameron – Flicka 

Director – Mike Lupis – Adriatic 

Director – Shaun Strobel – Omega V 

Director – Corey Erikson – Windrift II 

 

 
President’s Message 

 
 

 

      

Merry Christmas and greetings to all False Creek Fishermen’s Wharf members and Harbour friends. 
 

  I would like to start by taking the time to recognize the tragedy that occurred when the CFV Caledonian sank off 

Estevan Point this September. Our thoughts go out to the loved ones of the three lives lost.  This is an unfortunate 

reminder of how crucial is it to take all measures while at sea.  
 

  This past fishing season was very interesting. The Canadian Shrimp Fleet has done very well, mostly caused by 

the algae “Pseudo Nitzschia”, stretching from California through Oregon and Washington which plumed up to 40 

miles wide and up to 100 fathoms deep in certain areas, chased the shrimp north. Another algae species, unknown 

at this time though Fishermen have dubbed “Mud”, caused many problems for the northern Gillnet Fleet.  It was 

good news for the Alberni Canal Sockeye fishery as it was an abundant year with a strong return. There was bad 

news too, where the Adams Spawning Channels counted only 3000 sockeye returning. Where are the 5 year old 

sockeyes? 

 

  Some exciting news, our Harbour Manager Mike Loy and his partner Ashley welcomed a healthy boy, Corey 

Michael Alexander Loy, this summer. Mike also passed another milestone as this July marked his ten year 

anniversary at the Harbour. Congratulations Mike! 

 

  In the spring, hopefully February, we would like to host an outboard engine seminar. Alex Grant, Alek Antic, and 

Joe Urquhart from Moonlight Marine will talk about 2 and 4 stroke engines. Don’t bring your outboards, but do 

bring your ears and your questions. There will be a sign-up sheet in the office for those interested. 
 

  This year’s AGM will be held Feb. 16
th
, 2016 at the Granville Island hotel @ 7pm. I would like to encourage all 

our members to attend and to our Fishermen to consider running for a director position on our board. Nominations 

open Jan. 15
th
 2016 at 12pm and close Jan. 29

th
 2016 at 12pm. Please join us for our annual Christmas Open House 

on Friday, Dec. 11
th
 from 1-3:30pm in the boardroom for snacks and refreshments.  

 

  I would like to wish everyone a Very Merry Christmas. 
 

Thank you, 
 

Donnie Sananin 
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Harbour Manager’s Report 
 
 

What a summer! The weather was probably some of the best we’ve had along the coast of BC in recent years. If 

you enjoyed it as much as we did in and around the docks, I’m sure you had a great commercial fishing season, or an 

excellent cruising season, providing more opportunities to enjoy being out on deck instead of hiding in the cabin. The 

summer brought us many transient vessels that kept us busy throughout the boating season. With all of the activities and 

action going on in the city over the summer, the biggest draw to our Harbour is always the ‘Celebration of Light’ fireworks 

shows, bringing in up to 60 transients for the weekend shows. Congratulations again to team Canada for an amazing show, 

and the win!  
 

Along with the transients, the summer provides the Harbour with the opportunity to work through some of our 

bigger capital projects. We continued with the construction of six new finger floats, wireless internet upgrade, installed 

new HD security cameras and an electrical upgrade on D-Dock to accommodate 50amp & 100amp service. Throughout 

these bigger projects, there are always things that come up. Some are expected, and others just happen out of our control; 

like the large diesel spill that happened at the beginning of the summer. Not only did it create havoc in the Harbour during 

clean up, but one of the hazmat trucks levelled a concrete barrier which then needed fixing as it protects a fire hydrant. 

Other issues that can come up unannounced are things like receiving a call that smoke is coming from a boat that’s 

probably on fire, to the ceiling collapsing in the washroom above the men’s shower due to a water leak. All of these 

incidents keep us extremely busy while trying to do our planned maintenance and other projects. This year also brought us 

some fun and exciting times down at the docks, working with the Rivershed Society of BC to host an event here this past 

September called “FraserFEST”. Fin Donnelly MP for New Westminster—Coquitlam and the Chair of the Rivershed 

Society of BC held a series of festivals over a three week period to help bring awareness to your local watershed. The 

Fishermen’s Wharf sponsored a 34’ voyager canoe, with 17 paddlers paddling the canoe from Richmond to False Creek. 

The weather played a huge factor that day and the canoes were unable to make it all the way around, so they had to 

“portage” them to Vanier Park boat launch so they could finish the journey into the docks at the Fishermen’s Wharf. 

Special guest speaker David Suzuki was on hand to give an inspirational speech followed by a few musical acts, food and 

informational booths were available for the public to peruse.  
 

With the US dollar being the strongest it’s been in recent years it definitely had an effect at the Harbour. We’ve 

always had a steady number of transient boaters from the United States but where we’ve really noticed it has been through 

the film industry. When the Canadian dollar was as strong as it was a few years ago, virtually no filming was happening 

around Vancouver but as soon as the US dollar started regaining strength, the film production has picked back up 

immensely. The filming that takes place at the Harbour is a great way to earn some extra revenue, but can’t be guaranteed 

as we can’t predict that filming will in fact take place at the Harbour. So even though we may not get those great deals 

when travelling to the States it does definitely benefit the Harbour through filming and the American transient vessels.  
 

The past few months also brought some personal accomplishments and joy to me: I celebrated my ten year 

anniversary of working at this amazing place, as the newly elected President of the Pacific Coast Congress of 

Harbormasters & Port Managers I emceed my first conference, and my partner Ashley and I welcomed the birth of our first 

child, Corey, who was born on a rare blue moon this past July 31
st
.    

    

In closing, I’d like to say Thank You to all of our Harbour Users, Long Term or Transient, Commercial or 

Recreational. With the overwhelming support from all of the Boaters, False Creek Fishermen’s Wharf has become one of 

Vancouver’s premiere destinations for local and visiting boaters alike. So please, stay warm this winter, and I hope to see 

you at the Annual Open House in December. Stop by for some snacks and refreshments, or even to just say hi. 
 

 Payments and Charges 
 

This is a reminder to all vessel owners that if your account is in ARREARS when monthly charges are processed, the Daily Rate will 

apply. We will do our best to remind and give advance notice to all Harbour Users when their moorage is due, however it is ultimately 

up to the vessel owners to be responsible for their own accounts. The Harbour is also set up to receive payments over the phone or on 

weekends to help simplify the payment process as we understand that some Harbour Users live out of town or work during regular 

business hours. For any account inquiries please contact Nicole at the Harbour office. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Member_of_Parliament_(Canada)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Westminster%E2%80%94Coquitlam
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FCHA and Social Media 

 

Look for us on Facebook and 

Twitter to stay connected with the 

Harbour and learn about upcoming 

events!  

Search False Creek Fishermen’s 

Wharf on Facebook to find our local 

business page or follow us on twitter 

@falsecreekwharf.  

 

Changes on the Web 
 

The False Creek Harbour Authority – Fishermen’s Wharf is actively working on updating our website, which has 
served us well over the years but has reached the end of serviceable life with the changes in technology. We 

thought now is a good time to make our website more user friendly and adaptable for mobile devices as tech is 
changing faster than we can keep up these days! The old favorites will stay the same with a new layout, but you 

will find some differences with how the information is presented. 
 

 We will be removing our links section, as it is no longer a useful resource, while still providing some key sites 
under a new heading – “Our Partners”. We will keep you posted on when the new site will go live, but expect that 
to be sometime around the start of the New Year. We would love to hear feedback on the changes we’ve made and 
we are open to suggestions on how we can make it even better. Please share your thoughts with Turk via email at 

turk@falsecreek.com or in person in the office and we’ll do our best to keep improving on a good thing. 
 

On-Site Filming  
@ the Wharf 

 
We’ve had a busy summer season of filming here on-site. A new 

show for the CBC has used the Harbour on a number of occasions. 
“The Romeo Section” is a new spy thriller from Chris Haddock, who 
brought us some great award winning shows like “DaVinci’s Inquest” 
and “Intelligence”. It started airing this Fall, Wednesdays at 9pm on 
CBC-TV. Watch the show and try to catch a glimpse of the Harbour!  

 
Other than that, we had a Hollywood production film several scenes 

here all over the site. The film “Come and Find Me” filmed some 
exciting action scenes off of the Wharfhead loading area, through 

the parking lot, and at the end of A float. One of our own fishermen, 
Peter, even got involved in the filming with his new boat, the CFV 
Bay Spirit. The movie stars Aaron Paul, who most people would 
recognize as “Jesse Pinkman” from the critically acclaimed  TV 

show “Breaking Bad”, and was written and directed by Zack 
Whedon who has worked on many cult classics like “Angel” and 
“Southlands”. I don’t want to spoil anything, but this film sounds 
like it is going to be a great ride, so don’t miss this when it hits 

theatres (no release date as of yet).  
 

The Harbour does enjoy these events as it creates a bit of excitement 
outside of the ordinary routines of our jobs, but more importantly, 

these events help generate extra revenue that help us keep everyone’s 
rates down, and we all appreciate that! We would like to thank 

everyone at the Harbour for being patient and understanding when 
the film crews are on-site, taking up parking spaces and holding up 

dock space, because we couldn’t do these things without your support. 
Crews enjoy the ease of use of our site and plan on returning for 
more filming in the future, which says a lot about our growing 

reputation as a great location to film! 
 

 

mailto:turk@falsecreek.com
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Going Paperless 
 

    The FCHA has been slowly building a 

database for all of our User’s email 

addresses, in order for us to electronically 

send out statements and other 

correspondence. Nicole has been doing 

her best to attain this info from your 

Berthage Agreements, and we would like 

to extend our thanks to those Users who 

have reached out to us to make the switch 

and go paperless. There are still a lot of 

gaps in our info so we will continue with 

paper billing, outside of those customers 

who have informed us otherwise, and one 

day hope to make the switch completely 

and save the Harbour on postage costs and 

reduce the clutter that slides through your 

mail slots.  

 

Please send an email to Nicole at 

office@falsecreek.com and indicate that 

you’d like to begin receiving e-

statements if you are interested in doing 

so. We greatly appreciate your help in this 

area and look forward to growing our list. 
 

Christmas Open House 
 

The Board of Directors and Staff would like to invite all Harbour Users to  

attend this year’s Christmas Open House. It will be held on Friday December 

11
th

, 2015 from 1pm – 3:30pm in the Harbour Office Boardroom. We 

encourage everyone to attend as we will have snacks and refreshments for all. 

As we approach the Christmas Open House, staff will be placing reminder 

notices throughout the Harbour.  
 

 

Open Storage Update 
 

We are still waiting on a cohesive plan for a direction in which to 
go with the open storage space, but we’d like to take a moment to 

highlight the many benefits this area provides for us in the current 
form. While it is true that the space is often left unused, there are 
some things we could simply not accomplish without open storage 

being available to us. 
 

 One great example is the extra revenue generated by site rental for 
filming. One of the attractive aspects of our site for the film 

industry is the available space for storing vehicles, set-up 
equipment, and providing a small staging area for extras to mingle 

about until they are needed on set. This extra revenue is another 
way we offset the costs of operating and maintaining the Harbour 
and helps us continue to offer reasonable rates to our annual users. 

 

Event space is also a very useful tool for us to have. When we host 
the Spot Prawn Festival, Harbour Appreciation Day and events like 
FraserFest this past September, we use the open storage area to set 

up booths and displays that make these events attractive to the 
community and help us engage with local residents and visitors. It 

would prove very difficult to host the size of crowd that has 
developed as a result of the success of the Spot Prawn Fest, 

something we would like to continue to grow as it enters it’s tenth 
year, without access to this space. 

 

The Harbour also uses this space as a works yard. When we have 
construction projects to undertake, we need open space free of 

moving traffic to safely store materials, construct the projects, and 
store the finished product until ready for launch. We may be able to 

get away with using the parking lot for these types of projects, 
though that involves exposing the public to pestilential preservatives 

and interacting with vehicles as they come and go down the lot as 
we maneuver large timbers into place. Our lot can easily get 

congested, and we prefer not to further the issue by stacking project 
materials around the site for longer than necessary.  

 

 

 

 

mailto:office@falsecreek.com
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Safety at Sea 
 

This past season proved to be rather deadly for those men and women who make a living working on the waters of the BC 

coast. The staff at Fishermen’s Wharf would like to remind our dedicated Commercial Fishers, Tow & Salvage Operators, 

Fishing & Tour Guides, as well as our Pleasure Craft Users to be safe and be prepared while out at sea, as conditions can 

quickly change and trouble can hit when you least expect it! 

 

One Commercial Fishing Vessel and six Commercial Tugs sank this year in BC waters. No deaths were reported in the 

case of the six Tugs, though tragically, the sinking of the CFV Caledonian off of Estevan Point resulted in the loss of three 

of her four crew members. Our thoughts go out to the families of the lost crew, and we know that incidents like these can 

deeply affect all of us involved in the marine trades and the loved ones we leave at home. Please be safe while out at sea 

and ensure that you have adequate life-saving equipment on-board your vessel and that it is in good working order every 

time you leave the dock. 

 

 For CFV Operators, we recommend you participate in a program like Fish-Safe. They offer a number of courses in vessel 

safety orientation, some specifically catered to individual fisheries, that familiarizes you and your crew with the equipment 

you will need if disaster strikes at sea. These courses can give you the tools to avoid putting yourself into a bad situation 

and help put you in the right frame of mind when faced with an emergency situation, which can often mean the difference 

between life and death when out at sea.  
 

 

 
 

OPEN TO ARTICLES FOR 
NEWSLETTER 

 

The Harbour is open to submissions for the 
newsletter. The next issue of the newsletter 

will be published in the spring of 2016. 
Please remember that this newsletter belongs 
to the users of Fishermen’s Wharf. In saying 
that, please consider contributing an article, 

an interesting boater experience or some 
photos to the Harbour. All will be considered 

and welcomed. If you are interested in 
contributing please submit your article/photo 

by April 1, 2016. 

 

  

 

 

Fishermen’s Wharf in the NY Times 

 

The New York Times was in Vancouver looking at Dungeness Crab for a feature focusing on the journey of seasonal food from the 

source to your plate. Photographer and Farmer Greg Kessler was here to speak with Chef Ned Bell (Yew Restaurant) about the culinary 

choices in Vancouver and they went out on the water with a few of our local Fishermen to see how this delicacy finds it’s way to our 

tables. Please check out the link below to read the full article and get your hands on a great recipe for Dungeness Crab Tacos! 

 

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/10/29/t-magazine/recipe-dungeness-crab-tacos-vancouver.html?_r=1 

 

Photo below: Greg Kessler, NY Times 

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/10/29/t-magazine/recipe-dungeness-crab-tacos-vancouver.html?_r=1


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
False Creek Harbour 

Authority - 

Fishermen’s Wharf 

 

Address: 

1505 West 1
st
 Ave. 

Vancouver, BC V6J 1E8 

 

Phone: 

604-733-3625 

 

Fax: 

604-733-3628 

 

E-mail: 

Manager@falsecreek.com 

 

Account Inquires: 

Office@falsecreek.com 

 

Moorage Information: 

Info@falsecreek.com 
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Above photo 

 

This is a painting from a local Tofino artist 

that captures a serene moment of the 

commercial fishing season on the west coast. 

Artist: Mary Maxam 

 

 

Ten Steps to Vessel Security 

1. Lock your boat! (Doors, windows, hatches & lockers.) 
2. Remove items of value from sight. (GPS, Binoculars, Laptops, Alcohol.) 
3. Mark your valuables. (Use your driver’s license number.) 
4. Alarm your boat.  Or leave a small light and radio on. 
5. Secure your dinghy and outboard motor. Remove the oars. 
6. Check on your boat regularly.  Report any tampering to staff. 
7. Talk to your neighbours. 
8. Introduce yourself to the Harbour Master and security staff. 
9. Inform your trade’s people to check in at the office. 
10. Reduce the chances of theft.  Go boating!  
 

 

 

 

 
LOCK IT OR LOSE IT 

 

 

Haida Chieftain 

 
The ‘Haida Chieftain’, the parent vessel to the liferaft on 

display in front of the Harbour office has been laid to rest 
after a long career working the coast of BC. 2015 saw the end 
of an era when the old Chieftain, renamed the ‘Audrey Gail’, 

was scrapped at Amix Salvage in Surrey BC. The Haida 
Chieftain began her long voyage as ‘LT-533’, an army tug built 

during wartime in 1944 and used as a rescue tug during the 
battle of Normandy. She changed hands and names many 

times over the years before she was renamed ‘Haida Chieftain’ 
in 1964 by Kingcome Navigation Co. of Vancouver. 

 

 

 
 

Green Spaces 
 

Please take a moment to thank 
Karyn & Steve on the ‘Long 

Trick’ for the hard work they 
put into sprucing up the garden 

spaces around the Harbour. 
 

Thanks for all your hard work! 

mailto:Manager@falsecreek.com
mailto:Fchaofc@gmail.com
mailto:Info@falsecreek.com

