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FCHA Board of Directors 2015 
 

President - Don Sananin – Ocean Tigre 

Vice-President – Stewart McDonald - Lormax 

Secretary /Treasurer – Mike Emes – Ocean’s Best  

Director – Jim Hurford – Captain Hook  

Director – Duncan Cameron – Flicka 

Director – Mike Lupis – Adriatic 

Director – Shaun Strobel – Omega V 

Director – Corey Erikson – Windrift II 

 

 

 

President’s Message 
 

 
 

Greetings False Creek Fishermen's Wharf members and harbour boating friends. Fishing season is nearly upon 
us and it’s great to see everyone down at the harbour, hard at work getting ready for their openings. 
 
 False Creek Fishermen's Wharf is proud to present the following events this spring: 
 
The 9th Annual Spot Prawn Festival on May 17th. The event begins at 11:00 am and you can purchase your 
festival lunch tickets online at: http://spotprawnfestival.com/ 
 
The 4th Annual Blessing of the Fleet with Harbour Appreciation Day will be held on May 30th.  The event will 
be starting at 11:00 am with the Blessing of the Fleet, followed by guest speakers before the vessels travel to the 
site of the closed Kitsilano Coast Guard Station.  Returning to the Fishermen's Wharf, we will be entertained by 
"The Judys", with special guests "Preston and Fletcher" opening the show. Along with the musical 
entertainment, our Harbour Chef Jack Kines, with help from the talented Pacific Institute of Culinary Arts 
graduating students, will be B-B-Qing Tuna and Salmon Burgers, complimentary for False Creek Fishermen's 
Wharf Users and to other guests for a nominal fee.   
 

Fishermen who would like to be part of the blessing of the fleet event can leave their name at the office. 
 

I would also like to inform all Fishermen and interested people of a new website http://npfishermensforum.com/  
created by Jim Hurford, a longtime Commercial Fisherman from right here in False Creek. This site has many 
forums for comment about fishing on the West Coast of North America. 
 
Lastly, I would like to wish our Prawn, Shrimp, Crab, Salmon, and Tuna fishermen a sweet and bountiful 
season.  
                    
Thank you, 
Donnie Sananin 

                                         

      

                                                                                                                             

 

Help us go PAPERLESS! 

The FCHA would like to extend an invitation to all Members/Users to send us your email addresses so we can put them in your file. As 

another means of contacting you regarding your account or vessel, it is also a ‘paperless’ way to correspond with our clients regarding 

invoices and mail-outs. Help us reduce costs and waste! If interested, please send an email to: 

office@falsecreek.com 

Be sure to include your Name + Vessel so we can identify you! Ps. We promise, NO spam! 
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Harbour Manager’s Report 
 

The past few months have been a nice surprise for us down on the docks at the Fishermen’s Wharf. 
We started the winter with overnight freezing temperatures and we thought it was going to be a long, cold, 
grueling winter but just a few short weeks later the west coast weather gods gave us a break. Although the 
majority of Eastern Canada had been in a cold snap for what I’m sure seemed like a lifetime, I saw 
numerous boaters actively using their vessels throughout the winter, out in the sunshine with above average 
temperatures for us West Coasters to enjoy.  

As we head into another busy boating season I would like to introduce the current Harbour Staff that help 
keep the Harbour moving forward. Assistant Harbour Manager – Michael Turkington, Harbour Clerk – 
Nicole Persak, Accountant - Maribel Lazaro-Steffl, Wharfinger II – Dylan Craig, Wharfinger I – Morgan 
MacMath and our part-time weekend Wharfinger I – Justin Barnard. At any point throughout the year 
please don’t hesitate to reach out to any of the staff about any issues or concerns regarding you or your boat. 
Remember, we’re here to help you!  

The Board of Directors has been busy planning upcoming projects for the current fiscal year. With the 
potential for Federal Funding through the Federal Infrastructure Initiative (FII) the board has held off on 
some of the major projects. If we start some of these projects with our own source funds and funding does 
become available, our ancillary projects may not meet the standards set for the FII. So the thought is to wait 
until the announcement to see if funding will be available, find out which projects will meet the FII criteria 
and then proceed with some other work on our capital project list that doesn’t meet the criteria for this 
funding.  

A few projects that the Harbour will be commencing this year include the construction of 6 new finger floats 
to continue the replacement of the old and tired finger floats. We are also upgrading the old analog security 
cameras to new High Definition (HD) security cameras as well as adding two more to provide better overall 
coverage throughout the site. Some other projects that will be discussed over the coming years will be the 
replacement and banding of some of the pilings throughout the Harbour, installing a new dock water system 
and replacing the water supply lines from the water main to the top of the main docks. We will also be 
looking into options to refurbish or replace the 1.5 tonne yellow crane, possible LED lighting on the docks, 
and may also look into the option of upgrading electrical service for our larger vessels.  

Aside from the usual project work, we’ve been working with DFO discussing the issue of safety ladders, from 
the type of material used for construction, to the placement of these ladders. The outcome of our discussions 
has resulted with DFO funding 38 heavy duty marine grade safety ladders to replace all of our existing “up & 
out” safety ladders throughout the Harbour.  

Some exciting news to announce, our lead Wharfinger Dylan Craig and his partner Katie recently had a 
healthy baby boy! Dylan did take some time off after the birth of his son “Atlas Thomas Craig” but is now 
back in action. If you like, please feel free to congratulate him when you see him walking the site. 

As those who have spoken with me know, I am open to all suggestions or comments, whether in the form of 
positive feedback or constructive criticism. The input from our Harbour users plays a significant role in 
helping us plan for the future, and hopefully, we can build on this spirit of collaboration, and make the 
Fishermen’s Wharf a great destination for all mariners. 

In closing, the False Creek Fishermen’s Wharf is committed to preserving the Fish Boat Facilities as a 
valuable asset for the citizens of Greater Vancouver by providing long-term, affordable, safe and secure 
moorage and services for Commercial Fish Boats in an environmentally responsible manner. 
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  Put on by the Chef’s Table Society of B.C., the Annual Spot Prawn Festival has been 
growing each year. Rain or shine, crowds flock down to Fishermen’s Wharf to get a taste of 
the sweet, succulent and sustainable local delicacy, a testament to the festival’s success. 
We’re excited to sample the delicious offerings Vancouver’s Top Chefs will bring to the 
table!? Each year we have a number of local culinary artists help out with the festival by 
crafting tasty samples for the two thousand+ people who come down for the fun. 
 

  The Spot Prawn Festival is a great family event, with informational booths and games for 
all to enjoy. Many local organizations like to get involved as it is the perfect setting for 
getting their message out to the right people. They provide a fun learning environment and 
teach our children about the importance of sustainability, ecological cycles and all sorts of 
related topics in an interactive way that kids love. Hop on your bikes and ride on down, or 
bring the family pet along to peruse the smells as all are welcome for the festivities. 
 

  With the 6 – 8 week Spot Prawn season to begin around the 12th of May, this year’s 
festival is set for Sunday, May 17th. The Prawn boats will be in 7 days a week for the 
duration of the season to offer their fresh product, alive and kicking, to the general public 
at affordable prices.*Boats usually arrive between 1-2pm* Check our website 
(www.falsecreek.com) for up to date information on the boats coming in at our “Weekly 
Fish for Sale” page. 
 

  Go Fish restaurant will be serving up Spot Prawn specials throughout the season 
(depending on availability), offering up new and exciting ways to enjoy them. Come on 
down and sample this year’s specials, along with their ever popular menu items sourced 
from the local Fishermen. The Chef’s Table Society usually brings some merchandise to sell 
to the public on the date of the festival so come take a look for t-shirts, hats and books and 
become a “Prawn Star”. 
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2nd Annual Harbour Appreciation Day  
& Blessing of the Fleet 

 

Join us this year for our new annual event, Harbour Appreciation Day. Last year, we 
combined our annual Blessing of the Fleet with a new idea to help grow our community, a 
day to celebrate all this Harbour offers and to give back to the people that make this place 
great, you! We will have fresh cooked food and live music and a few guest speakers to touch 
on what commercial fishing means to this coast. Father John will once again bless the fleet 
before they leave for the season, a long standing nautical tradition meant to bring a safe 
and bountiful season to the hard working men and women who ply their trade on the 
unpredictable seas.  
 
We hope to grow our Harbour Appreciation Day into as much a success as Prawn Fest has 
been. We plan to bring new ideas to the festival and encourage you, our users, to let us know 
what you would like to see at events like these. This year’s festival will be held on Saturday, 
May 30th 2015 and runs from 11am-3pm. We encourage you to attend this fun event and see 
what it’s all about, grab a salmon or tuna burger and enjoy the sights and sounds of our 
Harbour gearing up for the busy boating season. 
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Recycling & You 
 

The FCHA is happy to help you, our customers, take the 

necessary steps to dispose of your used goods and unwanted 

junk. We provide the Blue Bins for easy recycling of your 

everyday items, the cardboard bin for large boxes and packing 

materials, a paint bin to take in unwanted paint supplies, our oil 

recycling tanks along with drums to store unwanted or 

contaminated fuels and anti-freeze. We also take 

broken/unwanted electronics and make sure they are recycled 

appropriately as well as dry/wet cell batteries and light bulbs. 

See Turk for more information. 

Proper Garbage Disposal 
 

The FCHA would like to remind all Harbour Users that waste 

must be disposed of in an appropriate manner. We have recently 

received numerous fines for banned materials being disposed of 

in the trash compactor. It is frustrating for us as an organization 

that prides itself on our environmental policy because we have all 

the amenities in place to ensure the proper recycling of unwanted 

goods. The company responsible for our waste collection has 

raised their penalty for banned materials to $70/item, up from 

$50/item, and this represents approx. 1/3 the cost of the dumping 

fee, so it can really add up over time and hurt our bottom line. We 

will continue with our no tolerance approach and keep problem 

dumpers accountable for their own carelessness. This has been 

made easier by the surveillance camera set up to monitor the 

compactor, which has helped us return banned materials to the 

offending dumpers, but some things still manage to slip through. 

 

Please use the resources provided to help keep our environment 

clean and save the harbour money. If you refuse to do your part 

and continue to illegally dump banned materials into the 

Harbour’s trash, we will do our best to pass the fines along to 

you. 

 

Smile, you’re on camera! 

 

 

Vessel Repairs on the Docks 
 

The False Creek Harbour Authority – Fishermen’s 
Wharf would like to remind our Harbour Users 
that some repairs may be undertaken here at the 
docks, but major work must be undertaken at an 
approved facility. Harbour Policy states: “Work 

done on vessels beyond that of routine maintenance 
is not allowed.” We do offer some flexibility above 
and beyond “routine maintenance” given that the 

work to be undertaken is within reason and 
environmental concerns can be mitigated. 

 
 Any Users looking to tackle more than a small 

project at the docks are reminded to seek approval 
from Harbour Management prior to the 

commencement of a project or risk having the 
repairs shut down at your own cost until we can be 

sure our concerns have been properly addressed. 
 

Please dispose of all waste responsibly. 

 

As most of you are aware, Metro Vancouver 
has instituted an organic materials ban for 

waste entering the landfill. Organics disposal 
is now redirected to a more suitable location 

and is being re-utilized instead of being 
wasted. The organic materials that metro 

Vancouver collects go to a facility that will 
turn it into compost which in turn goes back 
into the fields to help grow our food. While 
this matter is composting, it creates methane 
gas as part of the decomposing process, which 

is then harnessed into bioenergy to help 
power our homes, a twofold benefit from 

what used to be garbage! 
Over the next couple months, the FCHA – 

Fishermen’s Wharf will be instituting a new 
organics disposal policy as we hone in on 

what will work best for our site. This will be 
mandatory policy and must be followed. 

Look for green bins to show up soon around 
the Harbour and be prepared to start 

separating your organic waste from the rest 
of the trash. Just like other recyclables, we 
will be fined for organic waste ending up in 
the landfill and will look to pass those fines 

along to the offending parties. 

 

Organics Disposal 

 

 

 
 

New Donation Bin 
 

The Harbour has authorized a new donation bin for 
the Developmental Disability Association (DDA). 

This is a clothing donation bin that will also accept 
unwanted goods that can be re-used by those in need.  

Items accepted include: 
 

 Clothing 

 Linen  

 Shoes 

 Toys 

 Unbreakable Housewares 
 
We ask that you use this new service respectably and 
refrain from placing unacceptable items inside the 

bin. 
 

“This bin is NOT for rope & net” 
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Boating Safety 
 

   The Sea Island base now services the busy waterways around Howe Sound, with support from the volunteer run 
Royal Canadian Marine Search and Rescue (RCM-SAR) out of Granville Island during the summer boating season. 
This change will affect response times, so we all need to prepare our vessels accordingly. Do you have the necessary 
equipment on board to handle all potential incidents we can encounter while out boating? Whether you’re heading out 
for a leisure cruise or planning an extended trip, don’t leave yourself short on the supplies you’ll want in the event of 
an accident.  
 

   Do you have a first aid kit on board and is it adequate to preserve life in the event of a catastrophic injury? Band 
aids are a nice thing to have for cuts and scrapes, but they do little in the event of a major gash or puncture wound. A 
triangle bandage or tourniquet can save your life. With response times being somewhat unpredictable, the right 
equipment can mean the difference between life and death. Do you have survival suits aboard your vessel, and are the 
crew familiar with how to put them on? Things can happen very fast when situations go sour, so be ready for it! 
Hypothermia can set in within 30mins of being in the waters off English Bay, even quicker if under duress (like your 
boat sinking!). Do you have an evacuation plan and do you practice it with crew to ensure everyone is on the same page 
and knows their role in the event of an accident at sea? These are just some of the things we need to think about to keep 
ourselves safe and sound while out on the water. 
 
                                                 Visit this link for more detailed info:     
 

                             http://www.boatingsafety.com/boats/cgchecklist.asp       

           Please remember to wear your PFDs!          
 

 
 

  

Keeping Locker Aisles Clean 
 

We would like to remind Locker Users that belongings 
must be placed inside of your leased locker for the 

convenience of other facility users. The office receives 
numerous complaints each year regarding items being 

left in the aisle-ways for extended periods of time and in 
many cases blocking other users from entering their 

own rented storage space. We offer commercial storage 
space to provide gear storage for our Fishers at a very 
reasonable rate, and we understand that as a working 

harbour, sometimes extra space is needed to prepare for 
each season. That being said, we can tolerate users 

taking extra space to mend nets or while re-organizing 
their belongings inside of their lockers, but must ask 

that leasees be respectful and try to limit the impact on 
other users as much as possible. 

 
We will be taking a more proactive approach this year 
as this seems to be becoming more and more of an issue. 
Once a month we will come through each locker aisle 

and tag for removal any item that does not belong. After 
a week or so we will clear each aisle of tagged items and 

hold them until the next round, then dispose of the 
items collected. If removal costs are incurred, you can be 
sure we will be passing them along to the owners of the 

items. 
Extra space may be available for the temporary storage 

of large items. We will decide on a case by case basis 
what items we will take, depending on length of time 

desired and available space, and only through Harbour 
Manager’s approval. 

 

Commercial Flake Ice is now available for purchase by the tote 
at Fishermen’s Wharf. Currently available by request only, as 
the machine is turned off when not in demand, we can have a 
full D335 tote ready in approx. 3hrs, 7hrs for a full ton. Cost 

currently runs @ $45/D335 tote and can be put on account for 
our Homeport Vessels. We have totes on hand for ice use, 

though you are welcome to bring your own totes and we will 
charge according to size. During the busy fishing season, we 

plan to have the machine running full steam and ice on hand 
whenever possible. Ice will also be sold to the public @ $10/ 5 

gallon bucket when available. This will be our first full season 
of use and we are hoping to see our commercial fleet accessing 

this convenient service. 
 

Regular bagged ice will still be available at the usual price 

 

Commercial Flake Ice 
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   Payments and Charges 

 

This is a reminder to all vessel owners that if your 

account is in arrears when monthly charges are 

processed, the higher Daily Rate will apply. We will do 

our best to remind and give advance notice to all 

Harbour Users when their moorage is due, however it is 

ultimately up to the vessel owners to be responsible 

for their own accounts. The Harbour is also set up to 

receive payments over the phone to help simplify the 

payment process as we understand that some Harbour 

Users live out of town or work during regular business 

hours. For any account inquiries please contact Nicole at 

the Harbour Office or email: office@falsecreek.com 

Parking 
 
 

  The new 2015 annual parking passes are available at the 

Harbour Office for all homeport vessels. We appreciate 

everyone’s cooperation with the Harbour’s parking 

restrictions, and hope that all Harbour Users understand the 

Harbour only has 75 parking spaces with 260 annual 

vessels, which limits parking availability. During the busy 

cruising season we will be restricting annual vessel owners to 

have only 1 vehicle onsite whether it’s an annual pass or a 

temporary pass. As we are still in the off-season we will be 

permitting annual vessel owners to have a second vehicle 

onsite while visiting FCHA permitting space is available. The 

Harbour will post the peak season parking restrictions as we 

approach the summer. Please ensure that when you or your 

guests are onsite with their vehicles that a proper valid 

parking pass is displayed. 

 

The sewage pump-out system has recently been serviced by Inner 

Harbour Technologies to keep it working at peak performance.  It’s 

located at the end of the Fish Sales Float, is staff operated and is 

FREE to ALL Annual Harbour Users. The charge for non-

harbour members is $6 per cycle of the pump-out. Each cycle runs 

approx. 4 minutes and pumps around 35 gallons. Vessels with larger 

or multiple tanks and those looking to flush their systems clean 

should expect to pay more to offset the extra load on the pump as 

well as the extra staff time involved. 

We currently have a number of boats using the pump out on a 

regular basis but would like to encourage more vessels to use this 

service to assist us in keeping the waters of False Creek clean and 

healthy. FCHA has a policy in place of not allowing vessels to 

pump out sewage in the harbour made stronger by the revisions to 

the Canada Shipping Act.  The Harbour will be taking a hard line 

approach to enforcing this regulation, meaning that anyone caught 

depositing sewage into the FCHA water lot will be reported and 

dealt with accordingly. This will benefit not only our harbour users, 

but all boaters and marine life throughout False Creek. 

 

Pump-out Station 
 

      

The pump-out station is operated by Harbour staff 

and the hours of operation are 7 days a week from 

8:30am to 3:30pm. For use of the Pump-Out 

System please inquire at the Harbour office. 
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Go Fish - Seafood Shack  

Go Fish Seafood Emporium continues to draw 
visitors to the False Creek Fishermen’s Wharf, 
serving up Vancouver’s finest Fish ‘n’ Chips. 
They also offer a wide variety of grilled seafood 
creations and inviting house-made soups. Are 
you in a rush? No need to stand in line, phone in 
your order @ 604-730-5040.  

 

 

 

Public Fish Sales Float & 

Courtesy Customs Dock   

 

The Fishermen’s Wharf- Fish Sales Float is provided for the 
benefit of the community and the fishers who sell their catch. 
Today, the Sales Float is carefully regulated to ensure that the 
general public receive top quality product. Commercial Fishing 
Vessels using the facility may only sell species which they are 
licensed to catch. In addition, they must hold a Provincial Fish 
Vendor License obtained through the Ministry of Agriculture. 
We would like to encourage any and all Commercial Fishing 
boats who are thinking about selling at the Fish Sales dock to do 
so. The Harbour also provides a pamphlet which covers 
regulations, guidelines and standards for freshness. Members of 
the public are encouraged to visit the Public Fish Sales Float. 
Nowhere else can you obtain truly "fresh" seafood, meet the 
Fishermen, see the boat that caught the product, find out where 
the product was caught and handle the gear responsible for 
harvesting such a fine assortment of seafood products. 
 

For any information about Canada Customs please call them 
 directly at 1-888-226-7277 or 604-666-0272 
or visit their website at www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca 

 
 

 
 

New Links on the Web 

The FCHA has updated the links section on our webpage to connect people 
directly with our local Home Port Fishers. We’ve created a listing for some 
of the local companies and we are happy to add more if you’d like to see 
your webpage listed. We feel this will be a great service to our members, 
who can connect with a broader base of clientele, as well as the public, 
because it gives them the option of choice at the click of a mouse. 
  
With interest growing into locally sourced food, many people call or drop by 

the office inquiring about the Sales Float or where they can obtain fresh 
product from the Fishers in Vancouver. While it can be difficult and costly 
to maintain a presence on the Sales Float to connect with these customers, 
being able to offer them a place to seek out their own choices is great PR 
and great for your bottom line! 
 

Contact Turk at the office for more info and to get a link to your 
Commercial Fishing business on our site. 

 

**You must have a working website or online account for us to 
connect you to our website**  

  

http://www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca/


 

 
 
 
 

     

LOCK IT OR 
LOSE IT! 

           

 

 
False Creek Harbour 

Authority - 

Fishermen’s Wharf 

 

Address: 

1505 West 1
st
 Ave. 

Vancouver, BC V6J 1E8 

 

Phone: 

604-733-3625 

 

Fax: 

604-733-3628 

 

E-mail 

Manager@falsecreek.com 

 

Account Inquires: 

Office@falsecreek.com 

 

Moorage Information: 

Info@falsecreek.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                           

How do our gardens grow? 

We can all thank Karyn for the lovely ambiance created by her 

“green thumb”. With help from Steve on the “Long Trick” 

these two are always looking for new ways to spruce up our 

Harbour. We get numerous comments about the wonderful 

garden areas from the community at large. They do a great job 

with the limited funding provided, so please take the time to 

thank them for their hard work!  

 

   The Harbour Website www.falsecreek.com is succeeding in its’ purpose, as we 
receive a large number of emails from people inquiring about our facility. We’d 
like to include pictures from our users on our site, so please feel free to send us 
some of the shots of you and your friends enjoying the Harbour and its’ 
surrounding areas. Help us promote this wonderful community and Vancouver’s 
only Fishermen’s Wharf! 

   We keep an up to date list of the fish boats on our Sales Float and the catches 
they’re offering so people know what to expect when they arrive. We also keep an 
archive of our recent newsletters in case there’s something you missed! Any 
comments, suggestions or photos; inquire at the Harbour Office or send to 
turk@falsecreek.com 
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Website 

 

  

 

Follow us on Twitter @Falsecreekwharf 

 

Like us on Facebook @ False Creek Fishermen’s Wharf 

  

New Fishermen’s Forum 
 

   Got a question gnawing away at you that you can’t find the answer for, or maybe an 
opinion you wonder how many others might share? The North Pacific Fishermen’s 
Forum (http://npfishermensforum.com/) is the place for you! This a new forum that’s 
free to use and designed to help connect Fisher’s up and down the coast with the most 
coveted of items, information! Get the word out to the fleet on happenings in your 
fishery or see what’s been going on in different areas and in other fisheries.  
   Maybe you’re thinking of buying another license? You can go on the forum and ask 
around about the successes and failures of that new license category, even find a license 
for sale.                                    
   Looking for a part for your engine and you just can’t find one anywhere? Try the 
forum, someone is bound to know where to find one or know someone who does. 
   There are a myriad of uses for a tool like this. The layout is easy to use and the 
options are endless for what it can do for you. Join up today and start spreading the 
word.  

 

 

Can you guess the famous artist who painted this scene? 
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