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President’s Message 
 

 
 

Greeting Fishermen’s Wharf Users and Members! 

 

 

   Spring is here and with it we are entering the busy fishing and boating season. Things will be busy around 

the wharf as well. Inside this issue you’ll find details about this year’s Spot Prawn Festival which is the 

busiest day of our year. The organizers have decided to change things up quite a bit this year and we are 

excited to see the new format. 

 

 

   Also new this year will be the appearance of our site. We are very pleased to be working with community 

members and contractors to give our gray concrete façade a colourful facelift. Locker bay doors have been 

straightened and repaired in advance of a major painting project.  Phase one will see the exterior walls 

cleaned and painted in advance of a future mural project.   Also, thanks to long time harbour member and 

past board President, Don Sananin who is again organizing our annual Blessing of the Fleet and Harbour 

Appreciation Day, which will also take place in May.  See inside for details. 

   

 

   Our open storage / Fishermen’s village project continues to move forward. We had a successful community 

consultation session at the False Creek Community Centre in February. We met many of our neighbors and 

received a lot of good feedback.  We hope to have more news to report about the scope of the project in June. 

  

 

Wishing you all smooth sailing and prosperous fishing, 

 

 

Shaun 
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Harbour Manager’s Report 

Hello Harbour Members and Users of the False Creek Fishermen’s Wharf!  

 

 

With the cold temperatures mostly behind us now, we can finally look forward to another busy 

boating season here at Fishermen’s Wharf. With all this wet weather over the past few months I wasn’t sure 

if we would ever see the sun or our shorts again! We were fortunate to have a fairly uneventful winter with 

only minor issues arising due to the continued below zero temperatures. There were a few days where we 

experienced some snow that required our snow removal equipment however, it was definitely a reprieve 

from last year. As the weather steadily improves and picks up, so will the minor projects around the site, 

getting the harbour spiffed up for everyone. We pride ourselves on our environmental stewardship and the 

cleanliness of the harbour and appreciate all of our Members & Users assisting us in keeping this Harbour 

as the most desired place to moor in the Greater Vancouver area – Thank you!  

 

    At our recent AGM we had a small change on the Board of Directors, with one Director stepping down 

and another stepping up into that role. We would like to thank Corey Erikson (Windrift II) for his time on 

the Board and would also like to welcome Steve Taylor (Moon Child) to the Board of Directors. We greatly 

appreciate the volunteered time and effort all of our Directors give to the Fishermen’s Wharf to make this a 

better facility for everyone! 

 

    Changing of the guard, literally! It is with great honour and respect that I announce that our long-time 

Commissionaire David Ward is moving on from the Harbour. Dave has been with us for more than 20 

years, providing security with his congenial demeanor. Dave has been such a fixture at the Fishermen’s 

Wharf that the Harbour will definitely not be the same without him. With all of us aging quicker than we 

like, Dave decided that although he cares for the Harbour and all of its Users, it was becoming more 

difficult to continue meeting the demands of the position. While Dave will no longer be with us at the 

wharf, he will still be with the Commissionaires, moving to a site better suited to his current situation. Dave, 

we can’t thank you enough for your many years of service and commitment. You’ll always be a welcomed 

face at the Fishermen’s Wharf, so don’t be a stranger. From all of the Members, Users, Directors, fellow 

Commissionaires and Staff, we wish you the best of luck at your new post! 

 

    I also wanted to let you know that we’ll have a new face around the docks as our Wharfinger Morgan 

MacMath has decided to move into a different career path. We support Morgan in his future endeavours and 

thank him for his dedication and commitment to the Harbour while employed with us. Your positive attitude 

and smiling face will be missed! 

 

    As most of you who have spoken with me know, I am open to all suggestions or comments, whether in 

the form of positive feedback or constructive criticism. The input from our Harbour Users plays a 

significant role in helping us plan for the future, and hopefully we can build on this spirit of collaboration, 

and continue to make Fishermen’s Wharf a destination for all mariners.  

 

    In closing, the False Creek Fishermen’s Wharf is committed to preserving the Fish Boat Facilities as a 

valuable asset for the citizens of Greater Vancouver by providing long-term, affordable, safe and secure 

moorage and services for Commercial Fish Boats in an environmentally responsible manner. 

Once again, thank you to everyone for making this place as great as it is! 
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PrawnFest is almost here! This year’s festival will take 

place on Saturday, May 12
th

 and will be a little 

different than in previous years. There will be three 

ways to enjoy the event this year, with the main festival 

still being free to attend and peruse the docks, purchase 

prawns and view the cooking demos. For ticket entries, 

there are two options, a $10 option for a bowl of Prawn 

Chowder (togo if you are in a rush!) or a $60 option for 

a “grazing” prawn brunch that will be a sampling of 6 

dishes served by 6 different chefs. There will also be 2 

different time slots with two groups of 6 chefs. 

 

As in the last few years, tickets are being sold in time 

slots to keep the crowd moving and ensure everyone 

gets to enjoy some prawns without waiting around all 

day as the festival grows every year and more and more 

people are coming down to enjoy this local delicacy. 

Pick a time that works for you! 

 

 PrawnFest will always be a family oriented affair, so 

jump on the bikes, bring the kids down and enjoy the 

fun. There will be a lot of people here along with fresh 

food and live prawns, so please leave the pets at home. 

There will be cooking demos, activities for the kids, 

some great samples and informative booths so don’t 

miss out! 

 

For more info and to purchase tickets, visit 

https://spotprawnfestival.com/tickets/ 

 

12
TH

 Annual Spot Prawn Festival 

@ Fishermen’s Wharf 

6
th

 Annual Blessing of the Fleet &  

Harbour Appreciation Day  
 

 

 

The Blessing of the Fleet/Harbour Appreciation 

Day will be held on Saturday, May 26
th

. We will 

be offering a Tuna or Salmon sandwich with a light 

side to our Annual Users and Harbour Members, 

with additional plates available for $10/per for 

guests, friends, and visitors. Jack Kines, with some 

help from the students at PICA, will be firing up the 

grill and doing the preparations again, so don’t miss 

out on a tasty treat from one of our locals, not to 

mention a free lunch!  

 

The blessing of the fleet will take place in the late 

morning, with participating CFV’s rafting together 

across the front of the Wharfhead. A local pastor 

will be presiding to say a few words of prayer 

before blessing the fleet for a safe and prosperous 

season. The boats will all blow their horns and then 

they will usually make a pass out into English Bay 

and blow their horns again to thank the Coast 

Guard at Kits station. As they return, it is about 

time for lunch to be served, so come down for the 

blessing and get an early start on lunch to beat the 

line! We will also have refreshments available for 

purchase. 

 

We enjoy this opportunity to thank our customers 

for helping to make our Harbour the place to be for 

moorage in Vancouver. Come on down to enjoy 

some great food and bring a friend to join the fun. 

 

https://spotprawnfestival.com/tickets/
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Some much needed improvements are coming to Fishermen’s Wharf this year. It has been a long process 

going through the motions of approval required, but we are putting the final pieces into place regarding a 

replacement for the yellow 1.5 tonne Jib Crane at the Wharfhead. The crane has been de-rated to 0.5 tonnes 

and was no longer meeting expectations relating to changes in the fishing industry. This new crane will have a 

greater lifting capacity and a longer reach to accommodate the newer style, wider vessels. 

 

 To go along with this, the old steel fender log system that has been slowly failing for the last few years is 

going to be replaced with a new HDPE system that should give us a long service life and a more reliably 

stable working space when offloading product at the wharfhead. The old system has given us nothing but 

trouble over the last few years, with stability issues and corrosion problems that have affected the overall 

buoyancy. We are excited to get this project completed. 

 

Finally, the Tidal Grid has needed some attention these last few years. We got things started by replacing the 

upper wooden structure and the access ladders, but we have wanted to deal with the lower section for a while 

now. We have the material delivered to replace the treacherous lower walkways and are just waiting on an 

appropriate tide to get this work completed. 

 

We are also wrapping up the finger replacement project with the final 12 floats being constructed this spring, 

rather than the 6 we usually have completed, to finalize this project and focus on other areas. We have 

completed repairs to the main locker gates in preparation for painting the facades and adding a mural to 

brighten the mood around the Harbour and attract the attention of the public. We are doing what we can to 

keep this harbour active, functional, and vibrant for the benefit of our boaters and the public. 

 

 

 

The herring continue to do well through the Herring Recovery Project 

taking place at Fishermen’s Wharf. This year, as with most years, 

there were three separate spawns that took place, one in early January, 

one in early February, then again at the end of Feb. The last run is 

usually the largest, with the bigger fish coming from further away, and 

it didn’t disappoint, with all 160 nets receiving a fair to great amount 

of herring roe. It is estimated that each net can hatch out up to 

1,000,000 herring larvae! 

 

This year, the Squamish Streamkeepers who manage this project, 

donated a small square of netting laden with roe to the Vancouver 

Aquarium for research. Within days, thousands of herring larvae 

hatched out and we were invited to the Aquarium for a behind the 

scenes glimpse at how the Aquarium manages all their fish and the 

various food systems they use in the raising of juvenile aquatic 

species. It was very fascinating to see a myriad of jelly fish and 

various local species including herring in their juvenile states and to 

see the attention and care they are given, as all conditions are carefully 

monitored to offer these creatures the optimum environment to thrive. 

Stop by the Vancouver Aquarium to check out some of these herring 

that were spawned right here at our facility in False Creek.  

The Pacific Herring Recovery Project 

Squamish Streamkeeper and Herring Recovery 

Lead, Dr. Jonn Matsen, with one of the many 

hanging nets laden with herring roe from 

earlier this year 

Herring are a vital link in the oceans food chain. 

Restoring their numbers will help rebuild the 

stock of other marine life that depend upon this 

food source. 
Infrastructure Improvements 
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Boating Safety 
 

When heading out to enjoy some time on the water, please remember these 

important items to ensure everyone makes it home safe and sound.  

 

 Marine First Aid Kit – Better to be safe than sorry in the event of an 

unforeseen emergency.  

 Flares and Emergency Beacon – Don’t forget to check the expiry dates 

and ensure your emergency equipment will work if needed. 

 Float Plan – Make sure someone knows where you are going and when 

you should be home.  

 Emergency Supplies/Rations – A necessity for any boater to have on 

board. Check supplies at least once per season for condition. Replace 

back-up batteries regularly and ensure the pack stays free from moisture. 

 PFDs/Life Jackets – The best way to prevent accidental drowning. Stay 

safe on the water! 

Please remember to wear your PFDs! 
 

We just wanted to be sure you are all aware of a re-call on Kidde 

and Garrison fire extinguishers issued by Health Canada in 2017 

that has been expanded to include over 2.5 million fire 

extinguishers. This re-call affects disposable extinguishers up to 

40yrs old, so be sure to check to ensure your on-board fire 

equipment is still safe for use. 

 

 As you may be aware boats fitted with an inboard engine, a fixed 

fuel tank or any type of fuel-burning appliance are required to carry 

a fire extinguisher on board. Visit the link for full details, but this 

re-call is regarding all plastic handle and plastic push button style 

disposable fire extinguishers. 

 

 

Health Canada Notice: http://healthycanadians.gc.ca/recall-

alert-rappel-avis/hc-sc/2017/65014r-eng.php   

 

If you believe that you may have an affected model, locate 

and collect your Model Number, Serial Number, and Date 

Code (if applicable).  
 

Be aware that the number of 

people using this site daily 

grows exponentially with the 

warmer weather. Keep your 

speed down when driving in the 

parking lot and into the locker 

bays. We know you’re in a rush, 

but kids, pets, and forklifts are 

everywhere when the sun is 

shining, so please be mindful of 

your surroundings and slow 

down.  Thanks! 

Fire Extinguisher Re-Call 

 

Parking Lot 

Etiquette 

Health Canada Notice: http://healthycanadians.gc.ca/recall-alert-rappel-avis/hc-sc/2017/65014r-eng.php   

 

If you believe that you may have an affected model, locate and collect your Model Number, Serial Number, and Date 

Code (if applicable).  

 

http://healthycanadians.gc.ca/recall-alert-rappel-avis/hc-sc/2017/65014r-eng.php
http://healthycanadians.gc.ca/recall-alert-rappel-avis/hc-sc/2017/65014r-eng.php
http://healthycanadians.gc.ca/recall-alert-rappel-avis/hc-sc/2017/65014r-eng.php
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Payments and Charges 

 

 

This is a reminder to all vessel owners that if your 

account is in arrears when monthly charges are 

processed, the higher Daily Rate will apply. We will do 

our best to remind and give advance notice to all Harbour 

Users when their moorage is due, however it is 

ultimately up to the vessel owners to be responsible 

for their own accounts. The Harbour is also set up to 

receive payments over the phone to help simplify the 

payment process as we understand that some Harbour 

Users live out of town or work during regular business 

hours. For any account inquiries please contact Nicole at 

the Harbour Office or email: office@falsecreek.com 

Parking 
 
 

The new 2018 annual parking passes are available at the Harbour 

Office for all homeport vessels. We appreciate everyone’s 

cooperation with the Harbour’s parking restrictions, and hope that 

all Harbour Users understand the Harbour has approx. 100 

parking spaces with 250 annual vessels, which limits parking 

availability. During the busy cruising season we will be restricting 

annual vessel owners to have only 1 vehicle onsite whether it’s an 

annual pass or a temporary pass. The Harbour will post the peak 

season parking restrictions as we approach the summer. Please 

ensure that when you or your guests are onsite with their vehicles 

that a proper valid parking pass is displayed.  

 

All vehicles parked on Harbour property must carry valid 

Road Insurance, we do not authorize un-insured vehicles or 

those with storage insurance to be left on site at any time. 

 

Pump Out 
 

With the City of Vancouver stepping up enforcement of 

illegal dumping into False Creek, we want to remind our 

Users that we are a ZERO DISCHARGE zone. This means 

we expect our boaters to do the right thing and we even 

provide all the necessary services to achieve this! We have 

placed new signage at the top of each dock to remind our 

boaters and we encourage you all to use our oil recycling 

facilities and pump out service to maintain a healthy 

harbour, or risk a potential fine from the COV. 

 

The pump-out station is located at the end of the sales dock 

and is free to use for all annual Users. Guest boaters are 

welcome to use our service for a minor charge of $6.00 per 

cycle (approx. 35 gallons).  
 

The pump-out station is staff operated and it is open 7 

days a week from 8:30am - 3:30pm. 
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Go Fish - Seafood Shack  

Go Fish Seafood Emporium continues to draw 

visitors to the False Creek Fishermen’s Wharf, 

serving up Vancouver’s finest Fish ‘n’ Chips. 

They also offer a wide variety of grilled seafood 

creations and inviting house-made soups. Are 

you in a rush? No need to stand in line, phone in 

your order @ 604-730-5040.  

 

 

 

Public Fish Sales Float & 

Courtesy Customs Dock  
 

 

The Fishermen’s Wharf - Fish Sales Float is provided for the benefit 

of the community and the fishers who sell their catch. Today, the 

Sales Float is carefully regulated to ensure that the general public 

receive top quality product. Commercial Fishing Vessels using the 

facility may only sell species which they are licensed to catch. In 

addition, they must hold a Provincial Fish Vendor License obtained 

through the Ministry of Agriculture. We would like to encourage any 

and all Commercial Fishing boats who are thinking about selling at 

the Fish Sales dock to do so. The Harbour also provides a pamphlet 

which covers regulations, guidelines and standards for freshness. 

Members of the public are encouraged to visit the Public Fish Sales 

Float. Nowhere else in the city can you obtain truly "fresh" seafood, 

meet the Fishermen, see the boat that caught the product, find out 

where the product was caught and handle the gear responsible for 

harvesting such a fine assortment of seafood products. 

 

For any information about Canada Customs please call  

Them directly at 1-888-226-7277 or 604-666-0272 

or visit their website at www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca 

 
 

 
 

Inspection Day @ FCHA 

Inspection day has come and gone again this year. The FCHA hosts 

a small event to help our boaters ready their vessels by bringing in 

some industry professionals to answer questions and check your 

gear. We try to do this every year around Mid-April and we hope 

you all received the email notice we sent out a few weeks before the 

event so you wouldn’t miss this great opportunity. 

 

We are still looking to grow the event, but we need to locate willing 

participants? If you know of any industry reps you’d like to see at 

this event, we would gladly reach out to them to see if they will join 

us for future events. 

 

 DNA Fire Doctors comes down and offers half-price 

inspections for your fire extinguishers @ 

$5.00/extinguisher. 

 Mill Log offers free twin disc gear inspections and advice 

on options for powering your vessel. Contact Sandy - 

bourquin.sandy@milllog.com for more info. 
 

Don’t miss this opportunity to speak with industry professionals 

face to face. It only comes once a year… 

 

 

http://www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca/
mailto:bourquin.sandy@milllog.com


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            
 
                                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 

 

     

LOCK IT OR 
LOSE IT! 

False Creek Harbour 

Authority - 

Fishermen’s Wharf 

 

Address: 

1505 West 1
st
 Ave. 

Vancouver, BC V6J 1E8 

 

Phone: 

604-733-3625 

 

Fax: 

604-733-3628 

 

E-mail 

Manager@falsecreek.com 

 

Account Inquires: 

Office@falsecreek.com 

 

Moorage Information: 

Info@falsecreek.com 

 

 

 

How do our gardens grow? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t forget to say thank you to Karyn, from the “Long 

Trick”, for the hard work she puts into our green spaces 

to keep them lush and colourful throughout the year. 

With help from Steve, these two work wonderful magic 

with the limited funding provided and we get numerous 

compliments on our garden spaces from the public. 
 

Keep up the good work! 
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New Keychain Floaters are HERE! 

 
 Over the last few years the Harbour has been trying to give a little something 

back to our customers. We’ve had pens galore, to go along with note pads and 

other useful items as a way to strengthen our brand as Fishermen’s Wharf. 

This year, we thought we would bring in another useful item that anyone who 

spends time on the water can find invaluable, FLOATERS!  

 

These key chain floaters are available at the office for our valuable customers, 

please ask about them next time you stop in and we will be happy to pass 

along one or two for you to use how you see fit. We handed these out at the 

last AGM, but since not everyone was able to attend, we want to give you the 

chance to get one of these useful little floaters before we run out! 
 

Hollywood north indeed! This is a screen capture from our 

security cams of recent filming that took place at the Harbour  

mailto:Manager@falsecreek.com
mailto:Office@falsecreek.com
mailto:Info@falsecreek.com

