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Message from the President

Hello to all Members, Users and Friends of the False Creek Fishermen’s Wharf.

I would like to start by thanking outgoing Directors Steve Taylor (Moon Child) and Mike Featherstone (Lady
Jay Il) for their effort and commitment while serving on the Board. Mike Featherstone served the maximum
of 3 consecutive terms and we appreciated his dedication and professionalism while serving the members of
False Creek Fishermen’s Wharf. | would also like to welcome new Board Members Jon Hunter (Solita) and
Mitch Ponak (Pachena No. 1). We look forward to their insight and know they will bring a new set of eyes
and ears to continue moving the harbour forward.

It has been another difficult year working with Covid challenges at home, out on the fishing grounds, and here
at the harbour. We have been seeing some positive signs that things are improving on this front. This comes
with some much needed relief to finally shed our masks and not have to frantically find our vaccine passports
to simply enjoy a night out with friends. Maintenance of the harbour remains one of our top priorities and we
strive to ensure funds are going back into the facility for the benefit of our commercial members and all who
use our docks and service. We plan to continue this trend with our new board and into the future.

I would also like to extend the Board’s thanks to the Harbour Staff, who continue to work so hard making
sure the Harbour runs smoothly. Keep up the good work.

Mike Emes
President
False Creek Harbour Authority — Fishermen’s Wharf




Harbour Manager's Report

Hello Harbour Members & Users of the False Creek Fishermen’s Wharf,

What an exciting time ahead for us here at the harbour! With all the restrictions we’ve endured over the past few
years it seems like we’'re finally through the thick of it and are more than excited to get back to the ‘norm’. That said,
the first big announcement is that the annual Spot Prawn Festival is back!! With the return of the Spot Prawn Festival,
it means that our annual Blessing of the Fleet/Harbour Appreciation Day event will also take place again this year.
More details are available further inside the newsletter, but | do hope to see you at either one of these events.

As excited as we are in welcoming the public back to the harbour for some fun events, we also have a few large
capital projects underway that will be quite invasive to our site. The project that will have the biggest impact on our site
is the replacement of the entire water main, from the Harbour office all the way down the center of the parking lot to A-
Dock. This will have a negative impact on usable parking spaces, so we kindly ask you to limit your vehicle traffic
onsite during the construction period, and please limit it to one vehicle. There will still be access to your vessel
however there may be times throughout the day where the water will be shutoff for 3-4 hours at a time. We will do our
best to keep everyone well informed to mitigate any potential issues that may arise. It was discussed to complete this
project in the offseason however the weather plays a huge factor as its preferred to conduct this work in drier weather,
keeping the fill as dry as possible to ensure the integrity of the rest of the parking lot while excavating.

We will also be addressing the water leaks in the storage lockers as the membrane above the expansion joints has
failed, causing water from the park above to drain into the locker areas. We expect the work to be quite invasive,
however almost all the work will be happening topside in the park above. Material will be removed along the entire
length of each expansion joint and 3 new layers of membrane will be installed guiding the water away from these
expansion joints. Furthermore, the pavers along the walkway will be re-graded to flow into the existing drainage pipes.

I’'m sure, if you have been down to the harbour recently, you will notice a change along the front of the locker bays. A
few fresh coats of paint along with a new design has already been completed. In the coming months we’ll be working
with an artist to paint some west coast marine species that represent the type of species caught by our fishermen. At
the same time, we’ll be installing new main locker gates, giving them a nice fresh look to go along with the fresh new
paint job. The new paint is very eye catching from the Granville St. bridge as well as Granville Island and we believe
that it will attract more foot traffic to our site, supporting our fish vendors.

This past December we celebrated Commissionaire Manijit Dhillon for 20 years of service to the Fishermen’s Wharf
community. Dhillon was recognized with a plaque and enjoyed a nice lunch with the staff. Thank you, Dhillon, for your
kindness and commitment. We are very fortunate to have you be a part of this harbour family!

As many of you know, I've been actively involved with the Harbour Authority Association of BC (HAABC) for quite
some time. Over the past year I've been on the Board of Directors as the organizations President and was re-elected
as the President this past February. During the AGM that month | was recognized by receiving a Life Membership
Award through the Association. | was also re-elected to the Board of Directors of the Pacific Coast Congress of
Harbormasters & Port Managers (PCC) representing British Columbia. This organization has assisted me immensely
over the 13 years I've been on this Board, both in my growth and development as a Manager of a Marine Facility.

As we head into the busy summer season, don’t hesitate to reach out to any staff members for assistance. | would
like to welcome our new part-time weekend employee Itai (Ty) Ultman to the team. Itai replaced Tucker who had been
with us for the past year. | can’t thank this amazing team enough for everything they do to keep this place moving
forward.

As most of you who have spoken with me know, | am open to all suggestions or comments, whether in the form of
positive feedback or constructive criticism. The input from our Harbour Users plays a significant role in helping us plan
for the future, and hopefully we can build on this spirit of collaboration and continue to make Fishermen’s Wharf a
destination for all mariners.

Thank you all for your support!
Mike Loy




Summer Parking Memo

We have noticed an abundance of vehicles on-site without a valid parking pass of any sort over the past few
months. While we were less concerned during the pandemic as visitors were down in general, but now as
things are opening up, so is demand for parking at the harbour. As June approaches, we will be monitoring the
parking lot and identifying vehicles of issue and having them removed from the site to free up space for our
annual members looking to come to the harbour and access their boats. Vehicles without a valid pass will be
tagged for removal and anything that is not addressed in a reasonable timeframe will be towed from the site.

We want to remind our Users that we authorize only 1 vehicle per vessel to be on-site at a given time during
the busy cruising season. We can accommodate short stays for additional vehicles but, we expect our users to
try to keep their impact on parking to a minimum as space is at a premium. With that said, the parking lot
should not be used as a long-term storage option for your additional and/or unwanted vehicles, nor should your
vehicle be left on site for an extended period of time, especially if your vessel/boat is also still on site. Harbour
policy states an unattended vehicle should not be on-site more than 72hrs if the vessel is gone for an extended
cruise. If your boat is here, and you are not, there should not be a vehicle attached to you parked in the lot.
With the work taking place this season, every space will be a valuable commodity.

In addition to this, vehicles causing environmental issues, like an oil or coolant leak, will be asked to be
removed from site and corrected before being welcomed back. We had a major incident in the parking lot early
this spring and the effects will be felt for months, and the evidence will be there for years to come, so be sure
to keep your vehicle in good working order if you don’t want to hear from us!

Paint Recycling

The FCHA is happy to provide a variety of services
and resources to dispose of your unwanted items and
used products, one of them being the paint recycling
bin located between E and F locker bays. If you were
not yet aware of this area, we’ve provided a white
plastic tote with a wooden cover to store old cans of
paint, varnish and spray paint where we collect the
unwanted materials for disposal at a local facility.

Recently, we have noticed an uptick in items that do
not belong in this recycling area and we ask that our
users refrain from dumping their old and unwanted
chemicals and multi-part mixers of product as they do
not accept these at the paint recycling facility, and we
are often left holding the bag for these products. With
S0 many programs in place, it is difficult for us to
continuously tie up our storage areas with other users’
hazardous wastes.

So please, the paint bin is for used Paint and Varnish
products ONLY, other products must be disposed of
at an appropriate facility.
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14™ Annual Spot Prawn Festival
Fishermen’s Wharf

@

Spot Prawn Season is here! We invite you to come and join us for this years’ return of the celebrated festival. This
years’ festival will be taking place on Sunday, May 15" 2022. The event is free to attend, but there will be a Prawn
Chowder as well as a Brunch option available for purchase hosted by local Chefs to add a little flavour to the event.
If you are interested in either of these for the event, get your tickets before they sell out! Tickets available at:
https://spotprawnfestival.com/

The boats will be heading out early in the morning and returning around 12:30-1pm to offer live prawns for sale to
the public. *Price set @ $24/pound*

This festival is a great family fun event, so don’t miss out. Come down and see what all the fuss is about and peruse
the booths. We have a ton of stuff for the kids to enjoy along with a little something for the adults, too. Since the
event is becoming larger every year, we are recommending that guests leave their furry friends at home for this one.

There is limited space and usually an abundance of people and kids about, and it is a food preparation event with
live seafood present. With all these sights, sounds, and excitement it can be overwhelming for your pooch and they
may interfere with the festivities. We want everyone to have a good time, leave the stress behind and enjoy some
delicious PRAWNS! No Covid measures will be in place but we ask that you try to social distance where possible.

**Masking is recommended in a large crowd**

8t Annual Blessing of the Fleet & Harbour Appreciation Day

Come and join us for another returning annual event, the Blessing of the Fleet & Harbour Appreciation Day. This event
helps to grow our community and celebrate all that this Harbour offers, and to give back to the people that make this place
great, you! We will have seafood fresh off the BBQ and live music along with a few guest speakers to touch on what
commercial fishing means to this coast. Covid had put a damper on our local festival season and we are very happy to see
it finally return once again.

A local Deacon will visit the Harbour to bless the fleet before they leave for the season, a long standing nautical tradition
meant to bring a safe and bountiful season to the hard working men and women who ply their trade on the unpredictable
seas. Salmon and Tuna burgers will be served up to all harbour members and users free of charge, with a $15/per option to
purchase additional plates for any guests you’d like to bring down to join the fun.

This year, the event & blessing will be taking place on Saturday, June 11" and runs from 11am until 3:30pm. We
encourage everyone to come down for a salmon or tuna burger and to see the Harbour gearing up for the upcoming fishing
season. Join in the fun and enjoy a tasty treat on us!



https://spotprawnfestival.com/

Lowdown in the Lockers

With the adventure of last season and the incessant mouse infestation, we will be working extra hard to prevent a
similar uprising. Prawn bait pellets have been identified as a major attractant to these little critters so we will be
working with our Commercial Prawners to ensure their bait is secured and not readily available for
mice/rats/birds. As a harbour facility, we will always have some level of a mouse/rat presence here on site, but if
we reduce the favourable conditions like a ready source of food and easy nesting materials like loose clothing, old
rugs, mattresses/foam, and boxes of old paper, we should be able to stay ahead of the game. Try to keep these
items secure and sealed tight behind a hard plastic tote where possible.

With that said, we have been dealing with numerous complaints about the free use of the locker aisles for storing
and working on various projects. Keep in mind the locker aisles should be kept free of clutter, at all times, except
while actively working on commercial fishing gear. These areas are for providing access for the individual locker
users to their rented space. As these are shared spaces, we ask that you consider other users and keep your
disruption of the common space to a minimum and refrain from activities that can impact other users. Activities
such as smoking fish, cooking food, cutting/grinding metal and welding should be undertaken in an appropriate
venue, not amongst other users stored belongings.

Open Storage Lost and Found

Cleaning and organizing the open storage area for Prawnfest, we have found a number of unidentified items. We
understand that our commercial operators require some additional space for items that don’t fit in their lockers, but
the state that this area gets left in is unacceptable and we will not be allowing it to continue this way moving
forward. We have moved many items to the end of the lot, and we require these items to be identified with an
“owner” prior to us moving these items back into storage. Items left unidentified will be disposed of in the
appropriate fashion. If you have something stored that you are looking to keep, make sure you tag it with an
identifier so we can properly determine the owners of these belongings, or whether it is ready for disposal.

_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—1

Boating Safety

When heading out to enjoy some time on the water, please remember these
important items to ensure everyone makes it home safe and sound.

e COVID-19 —Measures have eased off, but be prepared with a mask on
hand as smaller communities may require you to wear one to protect their
communities

e Marine First Aid Kit — Better to be safe than sorry in the event of an
unforeseen emergency.

e Flares and Emergency Beacon — Don’t forget to check the expiry
dates and ensure your emergency equipment will work if needed.

e Float Plan — Make sure someone knows where you are going and when
you should be home.

e Emergency Supplies/Rations — A necessity for any boater to have on
board. Check supplies at least once per season for condition. Replace
back-up batteries regularly and ensure the pack stays free from moisture.

e PFEDs/Life Jackets — The best way to prevent accidental drowning. Stay
safe on the water!

Please remember to wear your PFDs!

_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—__J




Payments and Charges

The office has been open and ready to receive you with
your questions and payments towards moorage and power
during the various stages of quarantine measures. The
easiest ways to contact us for payment are over the phone
via credit card or through email with an e-transfer to
maintain your account in good standing. We do also take

in-person transactions at the office, but we want to remind Pﬂl‘klﬂg
our Users that there are many ways to catch a fish!

All vehicles on-site should hold a valid parking pass or
risk being towed. Traffic in the lot is picking up and
space is a valuable commaodity with only 100 parking
spaces to accommodate our 250+ vessel slips. Multi-
vehicle boaters are asked to keep their second vehicles

off-site unless necessary. We can offer some flexibility,

but only for short durations to ensure everyone has access

to the site. Come see us in the office for a parking pass or
if you have any questions or concerns. Please keep in

mind our commissionaires are not authorized to permit
longer duration passes. Please see office staff for any

requests beyond a day or two.

For questions or concerns regarding your moorage, reach
out to turk@falscreek.com. For any account inquiries
please contact Nicole at: office@falsecreek.com

All vehicles parked on FCHA property
must carry a recent parking pass and valid
Road Insurance, we do not authorize
uninsured vehicles or those with storage
insurance to be left on site at any time.

Pump-QOut

The sewage pump-out system is located at the end of the Fish Sales
Float, is staff operated and is FREE to ALL Annual Harbour Users.
The charge for non- annual harbour users is $6 per cycle of the pump-

out. Each cycle runs approx. 4 minutes and pumps around 35 gallons.
We currently have several boats using the pump out on a regular basis
but want to encourage more vessels to use this service and assist us in

keeping the waters of False Creek clean and healthy.

FCHA has a policy in place to not allow vessels to pump out sewage in

b PUMP OUT
The mobile pump-out operated by Skookum and the CoV will be active

as of now until Sept. 27th. Please call 778-683-7868 or email them

pumpout@skookumyachtservices.com and more info is available at DON,T DUM p OUT

https://vancouver.ca/streets-transportation/sewage-pump-outs.aspx
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Go Fish - Seafood Shack

Go Fish Seafood Emporium has returned to
normal operation, serving up Vancouver’s finest
ﬁ\\ Fish ‘n> Chips. They also offer a wide variety of

_w grilled seafood creations and inviting house-
St -f: made soups. Call ahead to place an order

@ 604-730-5040. **Seating now available**

The Fishermen’s Wharf - Fish Sales Float is provided for the
benefit of the community and the fishers who sell their catch.
Today, the Sales Float is carefully regulated to ensure that the T

general public receive top quality product. Public Fish Sales Float & [:[II.II‘tESV

Commercial Fishing Vessels using the facility may only sell EI.IStI]ITIS DI]I:I(
species which they are licensed to catch. In addition, they
must hold a Provincial Fish Vendor License obtained through
the Ministry of Agriculture. We would like to encourage any
and all Commercial Fishing boats who are thinking about
selling at the Fish Sales dock to do so. The Harbour also
provides a pamphlet covering regulations, guidelines and
standards for freshness.

Members of the public are encouraged to visit the Public Fish
Sales Float. Nowhere else in the city can you obtain truly
"fresh” seafood, meet the Fishermen, see the boat that caught
the product, find out where the product was caught and handle
the gear responsible for harvesting such a fine assortment of
seafood products.

For any information about Canada Customs please call
them directly at 1-888-226-7277 or visit the
website @ www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca

With last year’s changes to the stability assessment tools and
SHfEtV at Sea for Wur'king requirements, we want to remind our commercial fishers to stay safe
Fishermen \{vhile working out at sea and to b_e prepared for the worst while
—_— hoping for the best the season can bring. Please follow the link so you
can refresh yourselves on the necessary precautions to take while out
at sea.

More than just ensuring you are compliant if stopped while out on the

water, we want you and your crew to come home safe. Take a minute

to go over your safety supplies and first aid kits. Click the link for all
the information you need to stay safe and come home this season.

https://www.worksafebc.com/en/health-safety/industries/fishing-
marine/types/commercial-fishing
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Seascape near Les Saintes-
Marie-de-la-Mer

A lovely painting that reminds
me of summer at sea.

Artist: Vincent Van Gogh

False Creek Harbour
Authority -
Fishermen’s Wharf

Address:
1505 West 1%t Ave.
Vancouver, BC V6J 1E8

Phone:
604-733-3625

Fax:
No Longer Available

E-mail
Manager@falsecreek.com

How Do Our Gardens Grow?

Please remember to take a moment and thank Karyn for
the hard work she puts in to keep our green spaces healthy
and beautiful. With help from Steve on the Long Trick,
these two put in a fantastic effort with limited funds and
deserve our thanks. We get numerous compliments
throughout the year and are always excited to see what
comes up next.

Thank you both!

!

LOCK IT OR
LOSE IT!

DNA Fire Extinguisher Inspections

Account Inquires:
Office@falsecreek.com

Moorage Information:
Info@falsecreek.com

DNA Fire Doctors are finally coming back! Due to the pandemic, it was not
possible to host in-person events on-site here at the harbour. Now that the
worst is behind us, we are excited to bring the DNA crew back to the
Harbour to offer discount re-certification for your fire extinguishers, a vital

They can’t wait to visit us to help serve you with this important service and
will be offering testing for $5 and the 5yr hydro testing will be available for
$25. We are not sure if they will be able to bring the hydro testing truck on
site as it in high demand but will try to fit our needs as they are able.

IT LOOKS LIKE \
THE TAG ON THE
FIRE EXTINGUISHER
1S EXPIRED.

EASY FIX! GIVE

May 26 from 1-4pm

safety feature that no boater should neglect.

BY MlCHAEL AND STEFAN STRASSER

[/ THAT wAS QuIcK!
DID WE HAVE ANOTHER
FIRE EXTINGUISHER?

THAT'S AN
T TO ME.



mailto:Manager@falsecreek.com
mailto:Office@falsecreek.com
mailto:Info@falsecreek.com

