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Message from the President 
 

 
 Greetings to all our Harbour Users and Members, 

 

It felt like a long winter, but finally change is in the air and spring has finally sprung. With that, many fishers 

are busily working away prepping gear and boats up for another hopeful season if they let us go out and fish! 

The herring fishery was very short this year, as seems to be the growing trend. Fishers were only able to haul 

in half the allotted quota at a little over 4000 tons.  

 

The Prawn Fishery is ramping up and gear is being readied for the start of the season on the 15th. Right behind 

that, we have Crab season opening up mid-June as well, so space in the lockers and around the site is tight 

with all the gear stretched out and being prepared. The watermain replacement project is also in full swing, 

which has further limited available space to work and move about, making quite the adventure for staff and 

users alike trying to get around all the commotion. Please be patient with us while this critical work is 

underway. Maintenance and upgrades are an important part of keeping the facilities in good working order 

and ready to function into the future of our Harbour. 

 

We’ve got the Spot Prawn festival on the near horizon, set to arrive on May 28th this year, followed by our 

Harbour Appreciation Day/Blessing of the Fleet taking place on June 10th. We are looking at another festival 

for the crabbers this year as well, details to follow once we get them together, so keep an eye out.  

 

Wishing you all a safe and successful fishing season, 

 

Mike Emes 

President 

False Creek Harbour Authority – Fishermen’s Wharf 
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Harbour Manager’s Report 
Hello Harbour Members & Users of the False Creek Fishermen’s Wharf,  
 
Who else is excited about the longer days, full of sunshine and warm weather? I know the staff and I are 
ready to welcome our many friends and visitors back to the harbour after a long winters break. The off-
season didn’t provide too much excitement for us, thankfully, and for the most part it was business as usual. 
We ended our fiscal year on a strong financial note however we have seen steady increases across the 
board in all our expenses. The one thing we learned about getting through ‘Covid Times’ is how costly 
everything now really is. Over the past year we all have witnessed higher than usual inflation rates and see 
the need to stay on top of it to ensure we continue to stay a successful operation. Even with this year’s 
increases we are still the lowest moorage rate in Metro Vancouver by a significant margin. We thank you for 
your business and look forward to serving your needs in 2023! 
 
As we approach our busy season and move into the full swing of things, we will be working around the site 
in preparation to welcome you and the public back down to the docks for all our exciting events we host. 
More details are available in the newsletter below and we look forward to having you join us at one of our 
events in 2023. Thank you to everyone who participated in our TacoFino holiday open house. It was another 
joyous occasion made possible by all of you! It was great to see many of your smiling faces and catch up. 
 
If you have been down to the Harbour recently you are aware of the extensive work that has been going on. 
The replacement of the watermain has been in the works for several years and we are excited to get this 
project completed and behind us. We appreciate everyone’s support and understanding with our requests 
as it takes numerous moving parts to achieve a project of this magnitude. We are also looking to complete 
phase 2 regarding the locker water leaks from the park above. Work will be done to regrade the existing 
paving stones into proper drainage channels which should prevent the water from falling directly onto our 
site. Another project that we are actively discussing with Small Craft Harbours (DFO) is to address the 
ageing bulkhead that runs along our foreshore. A feasibility study was conducted and discussions on how to 
proceed will be taking place in the coming months. At this time there is no budget set aside, therefore we 
anticipate the project to still be a few years away. The harbour is also looking to increase our security as it 
relates to site access by installing new gates with remote access to prevent unwanted after-hours visitors. 
Ongoing discussions with the Directors are taking place and decisions on exact specifics will be made over 
the next few months. As the details are confirmed, users will be kept up to date with the process and how 
this will change from the current way you access the site when visiting after hours.    
 
As we head into the busy summer season, don’t hesitate to reach out to any staff members including myself 
for assistance with any issues or concerns you have or see around the facility. We are more than happy to 
address them to the best of our ability. That said, I think this is a great time to welcome our newest full-time 
employee, Connor Skillen to the team. Over the past few years with staff providing higher levels of customer 
service along with more in-house based projects we have seen increased workloads across the board. As 
such, the Board of Directors has authorized our previous part-time position to be increased to a full-time 
position. These extra few shifts per week will offer us the flexibility we need to continue our goal in making 
this facility one of the best on the BC coast. I can’t thank this amazing team of staff enough for everything 
they do, as well as the Directors for their support in agreeing with the need for additional staff and approving 
the request.        
 
As most of you who have spoken with me know, I am open to all suggestions or comments, whether in the 
form of positive feedback or constructive criticism. The input from our Harbour Users plays a significant role 
in helping us plan for the future, and hopefully we can build on this spirit of collaboration and continue to 
make Fishermen’s Wharf a desired destination for all mariners.  
 
Thank you all for your support - Mike Loy 
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Vehicle GVW 

2 axle 8,300 kg 

3 axle 11,800 kg 

4 axle 17,600 kg 

Forklift 5,500 kg 

 

 

 

Living Aboard @ Fishermen’s Wharf 

 
 

 

There has been a noticeable uptick in persons using their vessels for extended stays aboard. We 
want to take this time to remind our boaters that the Harbour does not permit using your vessel as a 
primary residence while moored with us. We have a number of vessels that were grandfathered into 
our system back in 2000, and we also have provisions in our policies to allow the owners/captains of 
commercial vessels to stay aboard while in Harbour. Outside of this, anyone spending more than 2 
weeks in a row or more than 60 days/year staying aboard their vessel is in contravention of Harbour 

Policy and is jeopardizing their moorage with us here at Fishermen’s Wharf. 
 

This Summer through Fall we will be taking a closer look at what’s happening out on the floats to 
ensure people are complying with harbour policy and not using their vessels as a primary residence 
without prior authorization from Harbour Management. We understand times are tough out there and 

housing is harder to come by these days, but that does not change our mandate to serve the 
commercial fishing fleet and manage this facility as directed by our Board of Directors. If you are 

currently breaking harbour policy, we suggest you make other arrangements asap while we conduct 
our study over the coming months as we will be taking action where necessary and correcting any 

outstanding issues that have arisen out on the docks.  
 

All Users have signed a berthage agreement and are bound by the rules and policies of the FCHA. 
We hope you understand and comply with our directives to ensure the fair treatment of all parties. 

Vessel Maintenance 
 

We wanted to take this time to remind our Users that we welcome minor repairs and maintenance here at the 

dock, but we do draw the line when the repairs get into the realm of impacting your neighbouring boaters. We 

expect our boaters are going to be doing the usual cleaning using pressure washers and such but ask that you 

keep the by-spray respectable and clean off anything you may spread over to other vessels and the dock. This 

also goes with items like dinghies and small boats that have been strung across from the dock to the finger, 

where we are finding many of these areas are now impassable. Please respect your neighbours and harbour staff 

by keeping the docks and fingers clear of debris and in an orderly manner.  

 

Vessels in disrepair and left in an unclean fashion (turning green…) will be addressed by Harbour Management. 

If you haven’t heard from us yet, expect a call from us to ensure your vessel hasn’t been left for dead! 

New Weight Restrictions for FCHA 

WHARFHEAD 

DFO-SCH has completed an 

assessment of our wharfhead loading 

area and found that our signage was 

no longer up to date. Please take note 

of these changes as they may impact 

your operations. 

 

 If you have any questions about these 

changes, please reach out to Harbour 

Management and we can discuss why 

these changes have been made and 

help you understand them. 
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Spot Prawn Season is here! We invite you to come and join us for this year’s return of the celebrated festival. This 

year’s festival will be taking place on Sunday, May 28th, 2023. The event is free to attend, but there will be a Prawn 

Bisque, and a Brunch option available for purchase hosted by local Chefs to add a little flavour to the event. If you 

are interested in either of these optional add-ons for the event, then make sure to get your tickets before they sell out! 

Bisque is $10 a ticket and the Brunch will be $79 per ticket, available at: https://spotprawnfestival.com/  

 

The boats will be heading out early in the morning and returning around 12:30-1pm to offer live prawns for sale to 

the public. *Market Pricing* 

 

This festival is a great family fun event, so don’t miss out. Come down and see what all the fuss is about and peruse 

the booths. We have a ton of stuff for the kids to enjoy along with a little something for the adults too. Since the 

event is becoming larger every year, we are recommending that guests leave their furry friends at home for this one. 

 

 There is limited space and usually an abundance of people and kids about, and it is a food preparation event with 

live seafood present. With all these sights, sounds, and excitement it can be overwhelming for your pooch and they 

may interfere with the festivities. We want everyone to have a good time, leave the stress behind and enjoy some 

delicious PRAWNS!  

 

**Masking is recommended in a large crowd** 

 
 

15TH Annual Spot Prawn Festival @ 

Fishermen’s Wharf 

 

 

Come and join us for another round of our Blessing of the Fleet & Harbour Appreciation Day. This event helps to grow 

our community and celebrate all that this Harbour offers, and to give back to the people that make this place great, you! 

We will have seafood fresh off the BBQ and live music along with a few guest speakers to touch on what commercial 

fishing means to this coast.  

 

 A local Deacon will visit the Harbour to bless the fleet before they leave for the season, a long-standing nautical tradition 

meant to bring a safe and bountiful season to the hardworking men and women who ply their trade on the unpredictable 

seas. Salmon and Tuna burgers will be served up to all harbour members and users free of charge, with a $20/per option to 

purchase additional plates for any guests you’d like to bring down to join the fun. 

 

This year, the event & blessing will be taking place on Saturday, June 10th running from 11am until 3:30pm. We 

encourage everyone to come down for a salmon or tuna burger and to see the Harbour gearing up for the upcoming fishing 

season. Join in the fun and enjoy a tasty treat on us! 

 

9th Annual Blessing of the Fleet & Harbour Appreciation Day  
 

https://spotprawnfestival.com/
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Boating Safety 

When heading out to enjoy some time on the water, please remember these 

important items to ensure everyone makes it home safe and sound.  

 

• Marine First Aid Kit – Better to be safe than sorry in the event of an 

unforeseen emergency.  

 

• Flares and Emergency Beacon – Don’t forget to check the expiry 

dates and ensure your emergency equipment will work if needed. 

 

• Float Plan – Make sure someone knows where you are going and when 

you should be home.  

 

• Emergency Supplies/Rations – A necessity for any boater to have on 

board. Check supplies at least once per season for condition. Replace 

back-up batteries regularly and ensure the pack stays free from moisture. 

 

• PFDs/Life Jackets – The best way to prevent accidental drowning. Stay 

safe on the water! 

Please remember to wear your PFDs! 
 

CRABFEST 2023 *NEW FESTIVAL* 
 

This year, the Harbour is looking to try out a new festival idea. Crabfest has been 

thrown around as an idea for a few years now, and this year we are going to try 

and get it up and running. We think this will help connect the community with 

product direct from the fishermen, like Prawnfest has done for our Prawners. 

Details are still being worked out but we are aiming to have this event take place 

on Saturday, July 15th, 2023, from 12pm-4pm.  

 

We envision there will be limited tickets available. If this interests you, keep an 

eye on your inbox and for signage around site as the date approaches. We will be 

sharing further details once they become solidified. 

Parking Enforcement in the FCHA Lot 
 

With the on-going project happening through the parking area, we encountered a number of issues surrounding 

additional vehicles being stored on-site. There were several vehicles without a pass or expired passes and we want 

to remind all our members and users that the FCHA has policies regarding parking that we expect all our user 

groups to abide by. The parking lot is here to allow users to access their vessels and is not a storage yard for second 

or unwanted vehicles. With approx. 250 moorage spaces and only 100 parking spaces not everyone can come use 

the facilities at the same time, and this is compounded by people having multiple vehicles parked on-site while not 

in use. Further to this, we have noticed an increase in people using our parking lot as a long-term parking option 

when travelling abroad and doing other activities off-site. This is strictly against Harbour Policy and the intent of its 

purpose. We will be keeping a close eye on the parking situation throughout this project as well as the summer and 

will be taking action where necessary to ensure everyone is following the parking guidelines.  

 

For the record, Harbour Policy states vehicles cannot be parked on-site in the owner’s absence for more than 72 

hours without prior permission from Harbour Management. 
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Payments and Charges 

 

 

The office is open and ready to receive you with your 

questions and payments towards moorage and power. The 

easiest ways to contact us for payment are over the phone 

via credit card or through email with an e-transfer to 

maintain your account in good standing. We do also take 

in-person transactions at the office, but we want to remind 

our Users that there are many ways to catch a fish! 

For questions or concerns regarding your moorage, reach 

out to turk@falscreek.com. For any account inquiries 

please contact Nicole at: office@falsecreek.com 

Parking 
 

All vehicles on-site should hold a valid parking pass or 

risk being towed. Traffic in the lot is picking up and 

space is a valuable commodity with only 100 parking 

spaces to accommodate our 250+ vessel slips. Multi-

vehicle boaters are asked to keep their second vehicles 

off-site unless necessary. We can offer some flexibility, 

but only for short durations to ensure everyone has access 

to the site. Come see us in the office for a parking pass or 

if you have any questions or concerns. Please keep in 

mind our commissionaires are not authorized to permit 

longer duration passes. Please see office staff for any 

requests beyond a day or two. 

 

All vehicles parked on FCHA property 

must carry a recent parking pass and valid 

Road Insurance, we do not authorize 

uninsured vehicles or those with storage 

insurance to be left on site at any time. 

Pump-Out 
 

The staff operated sewage pump-out system is located at the end of the 

Fish Sales Float is FREE to ALL Annual Harbour Users. The charge 

for non- annual harbour users is $6 per cycle of the pump-out. Each 

cycle runs for approx. 4 minutes and pumps out around 35 gallons. We 

currently have several boats using the pump out on a regular basis but 

we want to encourage more vessels to use this service and assist us in 

keeping the waters of False Creek clean and healthy.  

 

FCHA has a policy in place to not allow vessels to pump out sewage in 

the harbour in compliance with both civic and federal regulations. 

 

The mobile pump-out operated by Skookum and the CoV will be active 

Spring through late Fall. Please call 778-683-7868 or email them 

pumpout@skookumyachtservices.com and more info is available at 

https://vancouver.ca/streets-transportation/sewage-pump-outs.aspx  

mailto:turk@falscreek.com
mailto:office@falsecreek.com
mailto:pumpout@skookumyachtservices.com
https://vancouver.ca/streets-transportation/sewage-pump-outs.aspx
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Go Fish - Seafood Shack  
Go Fish Seafood Emporium is open 6 days a 

week, serving up Vancouver’s finest Fish ‘n’ 

Chips. They also offer a wide variety of grilled 

seafood creations and inviting house-made 

soups. Call ahead to place an order.  

@ 604-730-5040. **Seating now available** 

Closed on Mondays 

 

Public Fish Sales Float & Courtesy 

Customs Dock 

The Fishermen’s Wharf - Fish Sales Float is provided for the 

benefit of the community and the fishers who sell their catch. 

Today, the Sales Float is carefully regulated to ensure that the 

general public receive top quality product. 

 

Commercial Fishing Vessels using the facility may only sell 

species which they are licensed to catch. In addition, they 

must hold a Provincial Fish Vendor License obtained through 

the Ministry of Agriculture. We would like to encourage any 

and all Commercial Fishing boats who are thinking about 

selling at the Fish Sales dock to do so. The Harbour also 

provides a pamphlet covering regulations, guidelines and 

standards for freshness. 

 

Members of the public are encouraged to visit the Public Fish 

Sales Float. Nowhere else in the city can you obtain truly 

"fresh" seafood, meet the Fishermen, see the boat that caught 

the product, find out where the product was caught and handle 

the gear responsible for harvesting such a fine assortment of 

seafood products. 

 

For any information about Canada Customs please call 

them directly at 1-888-226-7277 or visit the 

website @ www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca 

 
 

 
 

We appreciate your patience and understanding while this project is 

underway. This has been a major disruption to our day-to-day 

activities here at Fishermen’s Wharf. We are trying our best to work 

with you, our valued Members and Users to have this process move 

along as smoothly as possible while allowing the operations of our 

commercial members to continue.  

 

This project is well on the way and they are doing their best to be 

swift and efficient within the scope of the timeline they have been 

given. The project started April 17th and they estimate 6 weeks until 

completion, so we are likely looking at this work continuing through 

until the end of May. This work requires us to have vehicles moved 

around to provide parking, as new spaces open back up other spaces 

will be blocked off to allow the work to keep moving down the lot in 

stages. Please let Harbour Staff know if you are having access issues 

and we will work with the contractors to provide what we can. 

 
 

 WATER LINE REPLACEMENT 

PROJECT 

 
 

http://www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca/
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LOCK IT OR 

LOSE IT! 

 

 

 

 

False Creek Harbour 

Authority - 

Fishermen’s Wharf 

 

Address: 

1505 West 1st Ave. 

Vancouver, BC V6J 1E8 

 

Phone: 

604-733-3625 

 

Fax: 

No Longer Available 
 

E-mail 

Manager@falsecreek.com 

 

Account Inquires: 

Office@falsecreek.com 

 

Moorage Information: 

Info@falsecreek.com 

 

 

 

How Do Our Gardens Grow? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please remember to take a moment and thank Karyn for 

the hard work she puts in to keep our green spaces healthy 

and beautiful. With help from Steve on the Long Trick, 

these two put in a fantastic effort with limited funds and 

deserve our thanks. We get numerous compliments 

throughout the year and are always excited to see what 

comes up next. 
 

Thank you both! 

 

DNA Fire Extinguisher Inspections 

Sat, May 13th from 9am - 12pm 
 

 

 

 
 

 

DNA Fire Doctors will once again be coming down to the site to offer Fire 

Extinguisher servicing right here at the Harbour. They will be visiting us on a 

Saturday this time around, so hopefully people will be able to access this 

service without too much hassle this year. Keep in mind with it being the 

weekend we will only have 2 staff on hand so it will be a bit overwhelming 

for them to keep the harbour running and dealing with a bunch of drop offs, 

but we will do our best to help you with your needs. 

 

They can’t wait to visit us to help serve you with this important service and 

will be offering testing for $5 and the 6yr servicing will be available from 

$20-$35 depending on the size. We are not sure if they will be able to bring 

the hydro testing truck on site as it in high demand but will try to fit our 

needs as they are able. There is a price increase for Hydro Testing this year, 

please reference the email Nicole sent out for any details. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In honour of our new festival this season, I found 

this beautifully done art piece of a Dungeness 

Crab overlaid on a map of the PNW Coast  

 

Artist: Amadeo Bachar (www.abachar.com) 

mailto:Manager@falsecreek.com
mailto:Office@falsecreek.com
mailto:Info@falsecreek.com

