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Message from the President 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Welcome to our Members and Users, 

 

Greetings on behalf of the entire team at the False Creek Fishermen’s Wharf. I am delighted to 

extend a warm welcome to all of you, whether here on business, taking in the scenery, or attending 

one of our wonderful festivals we would be thrilled to see you soon.                       

 

This year we have a new board walk development project happening that will not just be a gateway 

to the sea but also a hub of vibrant activity and community spirit. We are committed to sustainable 

fishing practices to ensure the health of our oceans for future generations and sharing those efforts 

with the community here at the docks.            

 

During your visit at False Creek Fishermen’s Wharf, you’ll have the opportunity to observe 

fishermen preparing for the upcoming fishing seasons. These Fishers work hard in and out of season 

to bring in their catch, whether live, fresh, or frozen. All sustainably caught in BC waters.    

 

We hope your experience at Fishermen’s Wharf is both enjoyable and informative. Our excellent 

staff are very knowledgeable and can assist you by answering any questions you may have. Thank 

you for being part of our growing community and for understanding the importance, the challenges 

faced, and the vital role that the fishing industry plays in our lives.                                        

 

Best wishes.                                 

 

Douglas Tufnail.                        

 

President, False Creek Fishermen’s Wharf  
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Harbour Manager’s Report 

Hello Members, Users and Friends of the False Creek Harbour Authority – Fishermen’s Wharf. Always a 

pleasure to welcome back to the Harbour the sunnier days, hustle & bustle of boats preparing for the upcoming 

fisheries or cruising season and of course all the fabulous people who make-up the community here that I’m so 

proud to be a part of. Fortunately, the winter didn’t feel like it carried on too long, nor did it impact the Harbour 

beyond normal wear and tear, however we did have one boat go down. This was a good reminder that as boat 

owners, there is always a responsibility to ensure your vessel is being properly maintained through regular 

maintenance and repairs.  

 

With this vessel sinking it was a stark reminder of the liability concerns around these types of incidents, so the 

Board of Directors revisited the topic of vessel insurance. During my tenure, it has always been mandated that all 

Pleasure Crafts Vessels (PCs) are required to be insured, offering flexibility to Commercial Fishing Vessels 

(CFVs) as most of the older wooden boats were uninsurable. Over the past number of years, we have seen a 

reduction of these wooden boats, mostly due to them being dismantled, scrapped and disposed of through license 

retirement programs. With most of the newer CFVs that have moored with us being constructed of either 

fiberglass or aluminum, it poses a significantly lower threat of catastrophic failure in our water lot.  

 

At a Board of Directors meeting on April 23rd, it was decided to “grandfather” existing CFVs to optionally insure 

their vessel(s). However, any new CFV that is looking to moor with us for any significant amount of time will be 

required to be insured and will need to provide proof if asked to do so by Harbour Staff. Most facilities on the 

coast are facing these same challenges, so it is likely many HAs will be adopting similar policies in the coming 

years to protect their assets. So, we are asking our Homeport CFVs to help us spread the word to other fishers as 

we try to reduce liability within the Harbour. It was also stated by the Board that Staff are required to obtain 

Berthage Agreements from ALL vessels, annually. As such I will be working with Nicole to have everyone sign 

an agreement to ensure that proper compliance is being met as a required condition to moor a vessel with us.  

 

Docks are much more than a place to tie up a boat. They’re a point of connection between land and sea, people 

and their passions, communities and their waterfronts. I say this as we embark on phase 1 of the bulkhead 

replacement project that we anticipate starting as early as mid-August, completing this phase by March 1, 2026. 

This phase of the project will see the entire replacement of the bulkhead from the east end of our site (Go Fish 

Seawall Access) through the wharfhead, terminating just before E-Dock. Ramps will temporarily be removed to a 

laydown area, and we’ll provide ongoing access to the docks and boats. The Harbour has never been involved in a 

project of this magnitude, and it will not be an easy task to take on and even though the challenges ahead are real, 

so is our resilience. As we move forward, we will continue to adapt, innovate, and support our industry! 

 

I would like to highlight and thank outgoing Directors, Fraser MacDonald and Don Sananin for their service these 

past several years on the Board. Both Directors reached their 6-year limit as a Board Member, a testament to their 

dedication in furthering the goals and objectives of the Harbour. We very much appreciate their effort as Directors 

and look forward to continuing the vision for the Harbour. In the same light, I would like to welcome back to the 

Board Bill Rockliffe who has served on the Board on several occasions, and first time Board Member Sam 

Gartside. Thank you both for stepping up and volunteering to represent the Harbour!   

 

As I close out my report, I wanted to thank the Board of Directors for recognizing me with a 20-year service 

award this past February at our Annual General Meeting. This Harbour Community means a lot to me and I’m 

grateful for the opportunity to be a part of it these past 20 years and look forward to continuing to serve the False 

Creek Fishermen’s Wharf.  

  

Mike Loy – Harbour Manager 
 
 

 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/search/results/all/?keywords=%23waterfronts&origin=HASH_TAG_FROM_FEED
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Oil Recycling Program &  

the Bilge Tank 

 
 

FCHA Fishermen’s Wharf has always striven to provide a 

wealth of recycling services to our Users. We have many ways 

to ensure products find the proper waste streams. Due to a lack 

of available resources for the greater community around us, we 

agreed to sign up for the Interchange Oil Recycling program 

that accepts waste oils and related products from the 

community at large and the harbour receives a small 

reimbursement through the program for our trouble. We have 

the facilities, so it made sense to open the door and allow the 

community to access these facilities rather than see them 

dispose of oil products irresponsibly and damage the 

environment around us. 

 

We are also open to support our fellow mariners from other 

docks, allowing them to come and access our services free of 

charge, so long as they use the facilities respectfully. However, 

this program does NOT include Oily Bilge Water. There is 

unfortunately a significant cost for us to dispose of oily bilge 

water, which we are happy to pay for our users to ensure they 

have a means of dealing with their maintenance issues here on 

site without having to worry about disposal. Use of the Bilge 

Tank does not extend to our fellow mariners from other 

facilities in the creek due to the high cost of disposal. 

 

While we are happy to support our friends and family from the 

boating community, we unfortunately will not accept their 

bilge water for disposal, so please do not invite them to do so. 

Other oil related products are still welcome. 

 

 

Lighting Upgrades in the 

Lockers 
 
 

Beginning Wednesday, May 7th, the Harbour will 

have electrical contractors here on site to begin 

upgrading all our current locker lighting to new LEDs. 

This means we are going to require access to every 

locker so we can swap out the current hardware with 

all new fixtures. Lockers that are inaccessible will 

need to clear a path so we can get inside and to the 

lighting under the mezzanines as well as to the upper 

fixtures in the front sections of the lockers. Please 

help us make this project move forward smoothly. 

 

We will try to hit the easy to get to areas first, so we 

will also need the aisles to be relatively free of clutter 

so we can freely move equipment around to get the 

job done. This is going to be a wholesale change to 

the way we light the lockers. There are going to be 

new controls in place, so lighting will be more 

automatic rather than relying on switches.  

 

This is all to provide a better, longer lasting solution 

that provides more illumination for our working 

fishers to be able to see better. This will also be 

reducing our overall power consumption, helping us 

keep rates low and be responsible energy consumers. 

If you have any concerns or questions, direct them to 

Turk or Mike for more details or information. 

False Creek Walking Game 

 

 

A friend of the Harbour has partnered with a 

few businesses along the False Creek south 

seawall to have an active and interactive game 

to help build local awareness about the area and 

its importance to Indigenous Peoples and is also 

intended to start future conversations about 

sustainability. If you’re interested in going for a 

leisurely stroll to learn more about False Creek, 

then click the link for more info. FYI, our 

station is located down on the fish sales dock.  

 

https://falsecreekcc.ca/the-true-or-false-creek-

walking-game-has-new-questions-true-or-false/ 

https://falsecreekcc.ca/the-true-or-false-creek-walking-game-has-new-questions-true-or-false/
https://falsecreekcc.ca/the-true-or-false-creek-walking-game-has-new-questions-true-or-false/
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Spot Prawn Season is almost here! We invite you to come and join us for this year’s return of our celebrated festival. 

This year’s Prawn Fest will be taking place on Sunday, May 25th, 2025. The event is free to attend, however there is 

a Prawn Bisque, and a Brunch option available for purchase, hosted by local chefs to add a little flavour to the event. 

If you are interested in either of these for the event, get your tickets before they sell out! Bisque is $10 a ticket and 

the Brunch will be $79 per ticket, available through the Chef’s Table Society at: https://spotprawnfestival.com/  

The Bisque is a family friendly option, but the Brunch is 19+ only and pets are not permitted, so make sure you 

select the appropriate option for your situation. Don’t forget to dress for the weather! 

 

The boats will be heading out early in the morning and returning around 1pm to offer live prawns for sale to the 

public. *Price will be Market Rate* 

 

Spot Prawn Season opens May 14th.  
 

17th Annual Spot Prawn Festival @ 

Fishermen’s Wharf 

 

 

Come and join us for another round of our Blessing of the Fleet & Harbour Appreciation Day. This event helps to grow 

our community and celebrate all that this Harbour offers, and to give back to the people that make this place great, you! 

We will have seafood fresh off the BBQ and live music along with a few guest speakers to touch on what commercial 

fishing means to this coast.  A local Deacon will visit the Harbour to bless the fleet before they leave for the season, a 

long-standing nautical tradition meant to bring a safe and bountiful season to the hard-working people who ply their trade 

on the unpredictable seas.  

 

Salmon and Tuna burgers will be served up by Staff to all harbour members and users free of charge, with a $20/per 

person option to purchase additional plates for any guests you’d like to bring down to join the fun. This year, the event & 

blessing will be taking place on Saturday, June 7th and will run from 11am until 3:30pm. We encourage everyone to 

come down for a salmon and tuna burger and to see the Harbour gearing up for the upcoming fishing season. Join in the 

fun and enjoy a tasty treat on us! 

 

11th Annual Blessing of the Fleet & Harbour Appreciation Day  
 

3rd Annual False Creek Crab Fest  
 

Crab Fest returns once again! The Harbour is proud to see this event get off the ground and we hope the success of this 

festival will see it continue to grow. We believe this will be another avenue for our commercial fishers to connect the 

community with product direct from the fishermen, just as Prawn Fest has done for our Prawners. Details are still being 

finalized but the event will be taking place on Saturday, July 6th, 2025, from 12pm-4:30pm.  

 

This will be a ticketed event, so keep your eyes peeled for notice once sales go live. Pricing and options are still being 

determined and will likely end up similar to last year’s event. You can expect a Crab Boil, with a healthy dose of fresh 

crab meat and some wonderful sides crafted by local top chefs, supported by the Chef’s Table Society, who have stepped 

in to help us grow this festival into something truly wonderful.  
 

We hope to see you there! 

https://spotprawnfestival.com/
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Boating Safety 
 

When heading out to enjoy some time on the water, please remember these 

important items to ensure everyone makes it home safe and sound.  

 

• Marine First Aid Kit – Better to be safe than sorry in the event of an 

unforeseen emergency.  

• Flares and Emergency Beacon – Don’t forget to check the expiry 

dates and ensure your emergency equipment will work if needed. 

• Float Plan – Make sure someone knows where you are going and when 

you should be home.  

• Emergency Supplies/Rations – A necessity for any boater to have on 

board. Check supplies at least once per season for condition. Replace 

back-up batteries regularly and ensure the pack stays free from moisture. 

• PFDs/Life Jackets – The best way to prevent accidental drowning. Stay 

safe on the water! 

Please remember to wear your PFDs! 
 

*NEW* Motorcycle Storage 

 
False Creek Fishermen’s Wharf has brought a new 

service to our users, Motorcycle Storage. We had 

limited space available, but we got creative with 

some little used space behind the metal bin. With the 

help of local fab pro Thor Sunde, we created a secure, 

gated area where regular motorcycle or scooter users 

could safely store their motorbikes while they are 

working on or enjoying their vessels. With the 

coming changes to the area and the influx of people, 

vehicles and the associated issues, we decided it was 

the right time to look at new security options for our 

users. Space is very limited and mostly spoken for at 

this time with the current users, but if you are 

interested in learning more or getting on the list for a 

potential spot, please reach out to Turk directly at 

turk@falsecreek.com 

 

We have also been investigating other ways to restrict 

vehicle traffic and other methods to improve security 

site-wide, so keep an eye out for updates on any other 

changes that might be coming down the road. We do 

not have any firm plans to move forward with 

currently but know that your Board is always trying 

to be proactive and stay ahead of upcoming issues. 

We are always looking at ways to improve, so if you 

have any ideas, feel free to share them with us. We 

are always open to suggestions on how we can better 

serve the community at Fishermen’s Wharf. 

 

Wild Salmon Celebration Returns 
 

The much-touted Wild Salmon Celebration will  

once again be happening at Fishermen’s Wharf. This event 

is also hosted by the Chef’s Table Society and is an evening 

affair, which adds some wonderful ambiance to a delicious 

celebration of the West Coast’s most famous fish. 

 

The event is scheduled to take place on Sunday, August 

17th, so its some time down the road. If you love Salmon, 

then you don’t want to miss this event. In the past, they’ve 

had a host of chefs from local restaurants craft their own 

concoctions featuring Salmon as the main dish and festival 

goers were treated to a smorgasbord of different flavours as 

you are encouraged to sample from them all. 

 

We are excited to see how this year’s event comes about. 

We are still in the planning stage, so tickets are not yet live, 

but keep your eyes peeled for any coming info or simply 

follow the Chef’s Table Society on your favourite socials to 

stay on top of upcoming events. 

 

You can also visit their website here: 

https://chefstablesociety.com/ 

 

mailto:turk@falsecreek.com
https://chefstablesociety.com/
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Payments and Charges 

 

 

The office is open and ready to receive you with your 

questions and payments towards moorage and power. The 

easiest ways to contact us for payment are in person at the 

office, over the phone via credit card, or through email 

with an e-transfer to maintain your account in good 

standing. We always want to remind our Users that there 

are many ways to catch a fish! 

For questions or concerns regarding your moorage, reach 

out to turk@falscreek.com. For any account inquiries 

please contact Nicole at: office@falsecreek.com 

Parking 
 

All vehicles on-site should hold a valid parking pass or 

risk being towed. Traffic in the lot is picking up and 

space is a valuable commodity with only 100 parking 

spaces to accommodate our 250+ vessel slips. Multi-

vehicle boaters are asked to keep their second vehicles 

off-site unless absolutely necessary. We can offer some 

flexibility, but only for short durations to ensure everyone 

has access to the site. Come see us in the office for a 

parking pass or if you have any questions or concerns. 

Please keep in mind our Commissionaires are not 

authorized to permit passes for extended stays. Please see 

office staff for any requests beyond a day or two. 

 

All vehicles parked on FCHA property 

must carry an up-to-date parking pass and 

valid Road Insurance, we do not authorize 

uninsured vehicles or those with storage 

insurance to be left on site at any time. 

Pump-Out 
 

The sewage pump-out system is located at the end of the Fish Sales Float, 

is staff operated and is FREE to ALL Annual Harbour Users. The 

charge for non- annual harbour users is $10 per cycle of the pump-out. 

Each cycle runs approx. 4 minutes and pumps around 35 gallons. We 

currently have several boats using the pump out on a regular basis but 

want to encourage more vessels to use this service and assist us in 

keeping the waters of False Creek clean and healthy.  

 

FCHA is committed to the following: 

 

 Not to allow vessels to pump out sewage or waste 

water in the harbour. 

 

The free mobile pump-out operated by Skookum and the CoV will be 

active Spring, usually around the May long weekend, through late Fall. 

Please call 778-683-7868 or email them 

pumpout@skookumyachtservices.com and more info is available at 

https://vancouver.ca/streets-transportation/sewage-pump-outs.aspx  

mailto:turk@falscreek.com
mailto:office@falsecreek.com
mailto:pumpout@skookumyachtservices.com
https://vancouver.ca/streets-transportation/sewage-pump-outs.aspx
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Go Fish - Seafood Shack  

Go Fish Seafood Emporium continues to draw 

visitors while serving up Vancouver’s finest 

Fish ‘n’ Chips. They also offer a wide variety of 

grilled seafood creations and inviting house-

made soups. Call ahead to place an order.  

Order @ 604-730-5040.  

 

Public Fish Sales Float & Courtesy 

Customs Dock 

 

 

 

 

The Fishermen’s Wharf - Fish Sales Float is provided for the 

benefit of the community and the fishers who sell their catch. 

Today, the Sales Float is carefully regulated to ensure that the 

general public receive top quality product. 

 

Commercial Fishing Vessels using the facility may only sell 

species which they are licensed to catch. In addition, they 

must hold a Provincial Fish Vendor License obtained through 

the Ministry of Agriculture. We would like to encourage any 

and all Commercial Fishing boats who are thinking about 

selling at the Fish Sales dock to do so. The Harbour also 

provides a pamphlet covering regulations, guidelines, and 

standards for freshness. 

 

Members of the public are encouraged to visit the Public Fish 

Sales Float. Nowhere else in the city can you obtain truly 

"fresh" seafood, meet the Fishermen, see the boat that caught 

the product, find out where the product was caught and handle 

the gear responsible for harvesting such a fine assortment of 

seafood products. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Seafood Sellers at Fishermen’s Wharf 
 

We are here to support our commercial fishers in a myriad of 

fashions. One of the ways we help is by connecting people looking 

to buy fish direct from the source to people looking to sell their 

catch, whether that is via their boat during live sales on the dock, 

or through their lockers via a commercial business. There are a 

variety of ways you can connect directly with their products, and 

here is a list of the various companies you can access directly here 

at Fishermen’s Wharf. 
 

 Whether through a direct sale here at the locker, an on-line order, 

or a meet up at a local farmers market, check out our fish for sale 

page to learn how to connect with our local producers and get your 

hands on some delicious fish, ready for your table. 
 

We also have a hand-out sheet in the office with more info to help 

you connect with them directly. 

For any information about Canada Customs 

please call them directly at  

1-888-226-7277  

or visit the website @ www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca 
 

http://www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca/
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False Creek Harbour 

Authority - 

Fishermen’s Wharf 

 

Address: 

1505 West 1st Ave. 

Vancouver, BC V6J 1E8 

 

Phone: 

604-733-3625 

 

E-mail 

Manager@falsecreek.com 

 

Account Inquires: 

Office@falsecreek.com 

 

Moorage Information: 

Info@falsecreek.com 

 

 

 

How Do Our Gardens 

Grow? 
 

Please remember to take a moment 

and thank Karyn for the hard work 

she puts in to keep our green spaces 

healthy and beautiful.  

 

With help from Steve on the Long 

Trick, these two put in a fantastic 

effort with limited funds and 

deserve our thanks. We are always 

excited to see what comes up next. 
 

Thank you both! 

 

DNA Fire Extinguisher Inspections: Sat, May 3rd from 10am - 1pm 

 

 

 

 
 

DNA Fire Doctors will once again be coming down to the site to offer Mandatory 

Fire Extinguisher servicing right at the Harbour. They will be visiting us on a 

Saturday again, so hopefully people will be able to access this service without too 

much hassle. Keep in mind with it being the weekend, we will only have 2 staff on 

hand so it will be a bit overwhelming for them to keep the harbour running and 

dealing with a bunch of drop offs, but we will do our best to help our customers 

with their needs.  

Pricing is as follows: 
 

Annual Inspection - $5.00 per FX 
2.5lb 6 year service - $20.00 

*2.5lb 12 year hydrostatic test - $40.00 (new $65.00) 
2.5lb recycle - $5.00 

5lb 6 year service - $25.00 
*5lb 12 year hydrostatic test - $55.00 (new $85.00) 

5lb recycle - $5.00 
10lb 6 year service - $35.00 

*10lb 12 year hydrostatic test - $85.00 (new $126.00) 
10lb recycle - $10.00 

 

6 year services and 12 year hydrostatic tests cannot be done onsite, they will 
get taken back to our shop in North Vancouver for service and the customer will 

get a call to pick up once complete. 
 

New 2.5lb and 5lb FX's will be available to purchase. 
 

Recycling Program – Recycling is the environmentally recommended practice, 
and the charge is for the time it takes to remove all powder and separate the 

parts. 
(Recycle fees are waived if a new FX is purchased) 

Harbour Manager, Mike Loy receiving a National Prix 

d’ Excellence Individual Achievement Award, on 

behalf of the Minister of Fisheries & Oceans Canada 

      

mailto:Manager@falsecreek.com
mailto:Office@falsecreek.com
mailto:Info@falsecreek.com

